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Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25; NIV) 
 
Why do we meet? Is it out of habit? Is it because we are bored and 
have nothing else to do? Last year, MIGM Jim Barr stated over and 
over that York Rite meetings should be Events, not just meetings. I 
completely agree, and believe that our meetings are times for us to 
encourage one another, share and learn from and with one another, 
and in Commandery, praise God together. This attitude should relate 
not only to our regular communications, but our statewide meetings. 
I have been richly blessed with friends whom I only really got to 
know at our Grand York Rite meetings in Myrtle Beach. The Myrtle 
Beach meeting, however, is not only for officers of the local and 
state bodies, but for all brothers and Sir Knights who want to do 
more, learn more, and help develop the vision of how best we as a 
Body can praise God more.   
 
All York Rite Masons in good standing are heartily invited to the 
South Carolina Grand York Rite Sessions March 10–12, 2019 at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton, 3200 S. Ocean Blvd. Myrtle Beach SC. We 
will have educational sessions and legislative sessions, but we will 
also have time to commune with one another in Christian love and 
friendship in a setting that helps our families come together as well. 
The Grand York Rite Banquet will be on Sunday the 10th from 7:00 – 
9:00pm, but tickets are required (see the SCGYR.org website for 
registration information). We will have a Knight Templar Religious 
Service on Monday the 11th at 8:30am. This service used to be in the 

evening on Sunday, but was difficult for people to attend right before 
the banquet, so will start our day as all days should be started, 
singing praises and reading from Scripture. All business and 
elections of all Bodies will be conducted on Monday the 11th starting 
at 9:15am with a Joint session and introduction of our Distinguished 
Guests. As in the past few years, there will be a Joint Public 
Installation of Officers for all three Bodies on Tuesday the 12th at 
9:30am.  
 
There is an old adage from the real estate business that property is 
valued most based on three things: location, location, and location. 
You may notice that we are now meeting at the very nice 
DoubleTree by Hilton. Breakfast tickets are included in the price, so 
for most of us this works out to be a bit cheaper than previously. For 
many years, we met at the old Landmark Resort for the Grand York 
Rite Sessions, not for the location, but because of price. Advertising 
super low rates attracted people who not only wanted to save money, 
but unfortunately also attracted those who wanted to exploit human 
suffering. In line to check in last year, it was difficult to not notice 
when the “gentleman” next to me in line dropped bags of white 
powder; whatever types of drugs they were does not really matter. 
The prostitutes propositioning family members was sometimes 
amusing, but overall did not do good things for our image to out-of-
state visitors or our families. Location sometimes defines the 
institution who decides to locate somewhere. We want to make sure 
that we are staying in a place that is nice, safe, and clean as a family 
environment should be, and one renowned for good food. We are one 
body, and we must consider the wholeness of that body and take care 
of the entirety of what the body does. Romans 12:5 tells us that "... 
so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others" (NIV). Blessings to each and every one of 
you, and I hope to see you in Myrtle Beach. If I can help you, please 
contact me at robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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