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Lastly, I want to thank each Sir Knight in Alabama for granting me the 
honor to serve as your Right Eminent Grand Commander. I promise to do my best 
for Templary in Alabama. 
 

Yours in the Faith, 
 

James C. McGee KCT, KTCH 
R.E. Grand Commander 

 

GRAND PRELATE’S APARTMENT 
 

There are many things in life that we take seriously, and yet that do not 
exist at all. For example, there is no such thing as darkness. Darkness is simply the 
absence of light. It can be dispelled easily by introducing just a little light, but 
there is no way that we can dispel light by introducing a little darkness. We can 
measure light by a number of scientific methods, but there is no way to measure 
darkness, because it does not exist. There is no such thing as cold, which is simply 
the absence of heat, which likewise can be measured, while cold cannot. Heat can 
dispel cold, but cold cannot dispel heat. And silence cannot dispel sound. 

As Masons, our most basic symbolism is in the dispelling of the darkness 
of ignorance by journeying more and more toward the light of learning and 
understanding, and throughout our degrees we emphasize our mortality. As 
Christians we take that even a step further by acknowledging that death, like 
darkness, cold and silence, does not really exist, but is simply the absence of life. 
As we approach Easter we are particularly reminded that as the darkness of sin is 
dispelled by the light of Christ, death is dispelled by His Resurrection: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor. 15:54). 

I have never gone to visit the graves of my parents, and people ask me 
why. My answer is that while there is absolutely nothing wrong with doing so if it 
is comforting, I have never felt a need to. When the women went to Jesus’ tomb 
on the first Easter morning, the angels asked them, “Why seek ye the living 
among the dead?” (Luke 24:5). This is the whole message of Easter—what we call 
death is nothing but a temporary absence of the visible signs of life. Our souls live 
on and are purified, and ultimately even our bodies will be made as incorruptible 
as our souls. Although my parents’ earthly bodies are in the grave, I know that 
they are nevertheless very much alive. 

I said that darkness, cold, silence and death do not really exist, and this is 
true. Notwithstanding, there are places where there is a total absence of light, heat 
and sound. There is no light in the depths of a mine unless we bring it there, and 
there is no heat or sound in intergalactic space. Similarly, it is possible for us to 
become blind to the light and life of Christ through our ignorance and sin, and this 
is a choice we have been given. As Masons we are constantly reminded of this, 
and are given a means of keeping it from happening. For that we should thank 
God daily. 
 
 

Fraternally and in faith, 
The Rev. Richard R. Losch, 33º, KCT, Grand Prelate 
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FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER 
 

As we begin a new Templar year I want to share with everyone some 
of the exciting activities your Grand Commandery is planning for this year. We 
are excited that for the second year in a row, the Grand Commandery has been 
able to sponsor a minister to the Holy Land. Please remember this valuable 
program.  Please be thinking about a worthy minister that you could nominate 
for the 2019 Pilgrimage. The nomination forms are normally available around 
the first of May.  

We have a very active Fundraising Committee that is working hard to 
create new programs that will involve not only our Sir Knights in the 
fundraising efforts but also events that we can share with the community at 
large. The Knight Templar Charity Ball is an excellent example of such an 
event. The first Charity Ball was held in September at the Alcazar Shrine Center 
in Montgomery. Sir Knights, ladies and guests enjoyed an evening of great 
food, dancing and fellowship. The Charity Ball raised approximately $1,500 
which was evenly divided between the Knight Templar Eye Foundation and the 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land program. Please mark your calendar now for this 
year’s Charity Ball to be held on June 23rd at the Alcazar Shrine Center. More 
details will be coming soon.  

Our fundraising program for the Pilgrimage to the Holy Land this year 
will be a Challenge Coin. Please see any Fundraising Committee member or a 
Grand Commandery Officer to purchase a coin and support this great program. 

We are going to try a different approach with our Membership 
Committee this year. Every year at our Grand Bodies meeting we hear reports 
from the Membership Committee reminding us about our declining membership 
but very rarely have these committees offered any real ideas or solutions. This 
year I have decided to expand the reach of this committee and have requested 
representatives from each Commandery to serve on the Membership 
Committee. You will be seeing articles or communications coming very soon 
with ideas on how your Commandery could improve your membership 
program. As always these are only ideas and the success or failure of a 
membership program still depends on how your Commandery decides to use the 
tools this Committee will provide. 
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