
 

Grand Commander’s Message 
 
 Today, in the days of the internet, it is hard to uncover the true story of 
Masonic legends.  A large limestone rock cave in the Old City area of Jerusalem 
falls into this category.  The cave has been known by many years, but I like one 
of its more popular names, Zedekiah’s Cave.  (You know us “Z’s” have to stick 
together!)  One of the other popular stories involving the region is how some of 
the large empty areas developed.  The site was the rock quarry used by King 
Solomon to cut stones for his First Temple.  This is also why it is also referred to 
as Solomon’s Quarries.  King Zedekiah is claimed to have fled through the cave 
during the siege of Jerusalem for Jericho, only to be captured by King 
Nebuchadnezzar along with his sons.  As numerous Masonic legends state, he 
then had to watch as each one of his sons was killed – after which he was 
blinded by King Nebuchadnezzar.  He was then imprisoned for life for his 
disloyalty to King Nebuchadnezzar.  The drops of water that come through the 
cave’s ceiling are called Zedekiah’s tears. 
 
The subterranean chamber is entirely man-made – mainly from the quarrying of 
stones for various temples and other buildings in or around Jerusalem.  It is 
about 300 feet long, but the total size of the cave is almost 5 acres!  Herod used 
the quarry for many projects, including the Second Temple and the Western 
Wall.  The cave, or quarry, would remain used to numerous years until Suleiman 
sealed the cave in the sixteenth century.  It then remained sealed until 1854, 
when a dog belonging to American missionary James Turner Barclay ran into a 
small hole, resulting in the re-discovery of the cave.  Around 1880, a German 
religious cult moved into the cave and was later removed by German and 
Turkish authorities.  The Freemasons first were known to have used the cave in 
1868, and to this day the Craft holds an annual ceremony there each year. 
 
The opening of the cave is beneath the North Wall of the city of Jerusalem, close 
to the Damascus Gate.  The path leading from the entrance to the cave goes 
south for nearly 750 feet until it reaches the main area, known as Freemasons’ 
Hall.  The cave contains a multitude of different types of rock, which is why it 
remained in use for so many years.  The cave is quite close to the Temple 
Mount, thereby making it just a short journey for the large, heavy stones to be 

moved to the temple site. 
 
The Mark Master Masons and the Royal Arch Masons used the site until 1948 
when the British temporarily suspended its use, until it was reopened in 1969.  
That spring, the opening of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Israel was 
carried out, and the Mark Master degree has been performed there at least 
once each year since then. 
 
In 1985, the East Jerusalem Development Company opened the cave to tourists.  
I have pictures of the cave I will be sharing at the Mid-Year meeting in Sun City 
Lodge on March 17

th
.  Be sure to attend the Mid-Year York Rite Conference to 

see this and take part in the discussion.  There is certainly more to the story:  
the Knights Templar were there to protect whom – or what? 
 
REMINDERS: 
 
We hope that everyone will come to the Knights Templar Spring Masonic Picnic 
at South Mountain on March 18

th
.  This will be a great day to come out, bring 

the family, buy a picnic lunch at the little store on the property, and enjoy the 
weather as we eat outside and spend quality time together.  The picnic area at 
The Farm at South Mountain is about 5 acres, so there will be plenty of room.  
Your cost is based on whatever you order to eat.  No other fees are added. 
 
Lastly, don’t forget the Knights Templar Masonic Ball on April 7

th
 at Palmbrook 

Country Club, 9350 W. Greenway Road, in Sun City.  There will be a very nice 
dinner, raffle prizes, a silent auction, and a wonderful Grand Prize!  Be sure to 
get your Grand Prize tickets soon! 
 
Courteously,  
 
Hamilton “Zach” Zachary 
Grand Commander 
Knights Templar of Arizona 
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