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Sir Knights,
As we continue to work on my theme for the year Be the Change You Want to See we 
move on to the twelfth of Brother Benjamin Franklin’s 13 virtues, Chastity.

Chastity. Rarely use venery but for health or offspring, never to dullness, weakness, or 
the injury of your own or another’s peace or reputation.

I know some of you may be eagerly waiting this message to see how I handle this virtue 
in a Masonic or Chivalric manner.  To be honest, I have been dreading this month.

Franklin’s own definition is specific to sex and limiting it to procreation or health.  But I 
cannot, and will not ask you to do that in this message.  Instead I will try to offer some 
words of encouragement using an alternate definition.

The word chastity comes from the Latin work castus and means pure.  This is a defini-
tion I can work with.  Purity, or virtue, has Masonic connotations.  

We are all asked to guide our behaviors according to the four Cardinal Virtues taught in 
the Entered Apprentice Degree.  In the Scottish Rite 14th Degree Virtue is a key compo-
nent.  In fact, the motto of that Degree is “Whom Virtue Unites, Death Cannot Sepa-
rate.”

As you think about this virtue this month, you may want to use Brother Franklin’s 
admonishment, but I would ask you to focus on keeping your thoughts and words pure, 
virtuous, and chaste.  

Even though we are not required, like those Knights of old, to take a vow of Chastity, 
let us every day, think about how we can better maintain our own virtue, our individual 
purity of mind and spirit.  If we can demonstrate a life free from impure or immoral 
thoughts, we can present a beacon to the world that is worthy of imitation.

Next month we will explore the final virtue of Humility.

In Templary,
Charles A. McCollum

Right Eminent Grand Commander

HALLELUJAH HE HAS RISEN
Come join the Grand Commandery and Ladies for the

Easter Morning Service, Sunday, April 1st, at Masonicare at 8:00 A.M.
After the service a breakfast will be available for $7.00. Reservations are required.

RSVP before March 27th to:
S.K. Jack H. Stevens, KTCH, PGC

65B Masonic Ave.
Wallingford, CT 06492

email:        stevensjh33@att.net
telephone:  203-265-5356 or

860-884-4375  (Corrine’s cell phone).

BAKELESS BAKE SALE
Sir Knights in January you would have received the annual Bakeless Bake Sale letter. This 
is just a reminder to please send your donation in “so that those in the dark, May one 
day see”. Thank you Sir Knights for your continued support of this wonderful fundraiser.  
And a thank you to those who have already donated it is appreciated.

Sincerely,
Lady Lori A. Cowie, Chairperson

Joyce Kluntz Bakeless Memorial Bake Sale

Attire for the Evening: Sir Knights in Uniform, Ladies in Church Fashion. Those 
not in uniform, please wear something RED (Remember Everyone Deployed)

We are looking for Veterans to assist with the Ceremony of Colors.  Please indi-
cate with your RSVP if you are a Veteran of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 

Force, Coast Guard, Police, Fire and/or EMT

The Grand Commander of Connecticut
extends his invitation to you and your Lady to 

attend a 
Special Congress of the Knight Patriot

Advance Reservations are Required to
SK Stu Drost 203-944-0861

Master Masons thru Knight Templars are welcome 
to attend

Coffee and Desert will be served (no dinner)

Friday, April 13, 2018 at 7:30pm
Four Points Sheridan
Meriden, Connecticut


