
Eastern Star and Past High Priestess of Hawaii Court #60, Ladies Oriental 

Shrine of N.A. She is also a member of Daughters of the Nile and Past 

President and current Recorder in the Social Order of the Beauceant. 
 

The theme for my year is “Onward Christian Soldiers.”  We do not 

have the military battles that the Knights Templar in the past had, but I 

have identified objectives that I would like to undertake in my year. 
 

My 2018 Objectives: 
 

1. Membership - Our current membership in the Grand Commandery is 

approximately 200. In my opinion, an active member is person with a 

current dues card in his wallet. Although many do not attend 

meetings, their membership enables us to accomplish our mission. 

 Everyone should consider themselves part of the membership 

committee. Replace yourself by sponsoring one new brother. 

Encourage non-York Rite members to receive the degrees and orders. 

Although they can’t attend regularly, encourage them to learn the 

lessons and build that spiritual building by receiving more light. 

2. Uniform - I encourage every Sir Knight to acquire a uniform. Show 

your pride in being a Knight Templar. When in uniform, the only 

required medal is the Malta Cross. Only medals that have been 

awarded can be worn. We do not wear sashes and no lapel pins are 

authorized on the uniform. 

3. Knights Templar Eye Foundation - This is our charity. In 2016-17, 

the per capita voluntary donation from Hawaii was $1.45. Hawaii was 

52 of 53 in total dollars and we were 53 of 53 per capita.  In 2015-16, 

the donation was approximately $2.50 per capita. We can do better 

than this.  Charity is a Knightly duty. There is the Grand 

Commander’s Club. You can join by giving $100. There is also a 

Grand Master’s Club, which requires a donation of $1000.  Your 

Knight Templar Magazine has the details.    
 

Simply stated, my objectives are, 1, gain in membership, 2, uniforms 

at meetings and 3, increase Knights Templar Eye Foundation donations.  

 

ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS!  

 

Yours In All Knightly Courtesy, 

 John  J. Brown 
R.E. SK John J. Brown KCT, Grand Commander 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 

By S.K. John J. Brown, KCT, Right Eminent Grand Commander 
 

ALOHA.   It is an honor to be elected as the Grand 

Commander of Knights Templar of Hawaii. Thank 

you for your confidence. My gratitude also goes out 

to all the brothers that have supported, encouraged 

and inspired me throughout my journey in Masonry. 
        

     To those that don’t know my background, I would    

like to offer a brief biography.  I was born and raised 

in Beaver County, Pennsylvania.  After graduation 

from high school in 1965, I attended college, and then 

I worked in a steel mill until I enlisted in the Marine 

Corps in July 1967. While in the Marine Corps, I attended Palomar College 

in California and received certifications as an archaeology excavator and 

surveyor. After 30 years, I retired in August of 1997. After the Marine Corps, 

I worked at Marine Federal Credit Union for 5 ½ years in Jacksonville, NC. 
 

My Masonic travels began in Hawaii 1978. I was raised a Master Mason 

in Lodge Le Progres de le’Oceanie in September of that year. After waiting 

the required year, I petitioned to join the York Rite, was exalted, greeted and 

knighted a Knight Templar in August, advanced to the 32o degree in 

September and a became a Shriner in November of 1979.  I am a Past Master 

of Semper Fidelis Lodge #680 in Jacksonville, North Carolina and served at 

the Grand Lodge of North Carolina as the District Deputy Grand Master of the 

4th Masonic District for 3 years. I remain a member of the Scottish Rite, now 

33o, numerous York Rite bodies, the Shrine and the Order of Eastern Star. 
 

I am also a Sojourner and a Hero of ‘76. I am a Past President of Camp 

LeJeune Chapter #329 and a Past Commander of Tun Tavern Camp. I served 

as National Commander of the Heroes of ‘76 in 2014-15.  I moved back to 

Hawaii in 2010, where I am employed by the Aloha Shriners as the Manager 

for the Shriners Beach Club. 
 

I have been married to my wife, Katharyn, since February 2010, who 

continues to support and counsel me. She is a Past Matron of the Order of the 
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