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Plan your work, 
Work your plan! 

By LAWRENCE J WILLIAMS 
Grand Commander 

It is March, and the winter months are coming to an end. 
The days are getting longer and warmer. It is time to plant the seeds 
in our hot houses and then to think about planting the seedlings in 
our respective gardens of flowers, vegetables and herbs. It is that 
time of year that is about the renewal of the life after a long winter. 
We plant flowers to give us something nice to look at and to enjoy 
their fragrances. We plant and grow vegetables to nourish our bod-
ies, and herbs to give some extra flavor to our meals.  

Gardening, while it sounds like an easy project, is not as 
easy as it seems. It demands attention. Is there enough light? Is 
there adequate moisture in the earth? Do we need to water? Is the 
ground rich enough or does it need to be fertilized? Then there is 
also the need to pull weeds, and to be on the lookout for pests that 
may damage what we hope to grow.  

To run and operate your respective York Rite Bodies is like 
gardening; it also demands a lot of attention. It is time to start put-
ting your plans to work. To me, the seeds represent the plans that 
the officers of your York Rite Bodies have presented to you. Light 
represents how well these plans were presented. The ground repre-
sents the membership; are they on board with the plans? Fertilizer 
represents that need to give everyone an understanding of what is 
expected. Weeds and pests represent the tweaking of your plans to 
make them work better as the year passes. 

The local bodies are the gardens of the York Rite. They 
need to be attended to and cultivated. The new members are also 

18 19 knight templar march 2018 

representative of seeds. Without them you will not grow, therefore 
you must give them purpose. They also represent the ground. You 
must make sure that the ground is fertile because, if it is not, noth-
ing will grow. Give them room to grow, because if you do not they 
will become stunted and weak. You must let them make plans and 
execute them.  

To me, the ritual represents the vegetables in our garden, 
because it is through the Ritual we are taught the important life les-
sons of the York Rite. It is with these lessons that our spiritual bod-
ies are able to grow.  

Our senior members also represent the herbs of the garden. 
They can give the flavor of local traditions, of what was expected 
of them in the past and, through their experiences, share some of 
the local history, how and why things are done the way they are. 

I hope that each of your York Rite Bodies has made plans 
for the coming year. If you have made plans, I wish you success in 
the future. If you have not made plans, it is not too late to start. Plan 
something and then do it. 

EVANSVILLE — as a part of 
their traditional Christmas 
observance, Sir Knights of La-
Valette Commandery No. 20 
gather around the triangle to 
toast the Grand Master of the 
Grand Encampment, the 
Grand Commander of the 
Grand Commandery of Indi-
ana, and the Grand Master of 
the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge of Indiana. 

Out of Uniform? 
EVANSVILLE — Following the Christmas ob-

servance LaValette Commandery No. 20 proceed-
ed to install its officers for 2018, including SK Da-

vid D. Belcher, Sentinal, a veteran professional 
Santa Claus who was still outfitted more for the 

Christmas celebration earlier in the evening. 

LaValette toasts Christmas season 


