
Grand Commandery of Minnesota 

Knights Templar 
Grand Commander Donald DeMars 

Editor S.K. Tom Hendrickson P.G.M. 

 

                                                                     
 

The Holy Land Pilgrimage 
P.G.C. R.J. Luchsinger and Tom Hendrickson-PGM 

 
Since 1977 the Grand Encampment has sponsored the Knights Templar Holy 
Land Pilgrimage. The program’s purpose is to send Christian clergy on a 10-day 
Bible-based journey to the Holy Land which immerses them in a strenuous 
educational and spiritual study with a historical and cultural experience.  

The Committee of the Holy Land Pilgrimage plans, organizes and supervises the 
execution of the overall program. The costs can fluctuate each year, but last year 
it was $3,782 plus the cost of airfare from Minneapolis to New York City where 
the real adventure begins. The trip is generally in February-March of the year. 
The trip is all inclusive that covers round airfare from N.Y.C. to Tel Aviv Israel, 
all accommodations, meals, bus and driver, tour guide, etc. The travel itinerary is 
very extensive and will keep them active from 6:30 AM to 6:30 PM every day, 
with miles of walking where Jesus walked.  

 

Over the years the Minnesota Grand Commandery has sent many Clergy 
members. In 2016 S.K. Darrell Kyle of Duluth Commandery and an ordained 
Minister of Trinity Lutheran Church of Nebacamon WI, went on the Pilgrimage. 
When Darrell returned he gave many informative and inspiring presentations.   

Some of the comments that we have heard from the returning Clergy have been 
very moving. One Clergy member said “Before I read the Bible in black and 
white. Now Im reading it in color. The Holy Land Pilgrimage trip has changed 
how I read and teach the scriptures” Another Clergy member said, “Because of 
the trip the Bible has become Alive for me “and made a lasting impact on my 
life, and my congregation.  

For the past two years the Grand Commandery of Minnesota has been working 
very hard to raise money for this project. We have been working with the 
Minnesota Renaissance Festival with a program they have called “Cars 4 Cash” 
They use volunteer groups like ours to manage their parking lots for each day of 
the festival. Twenty to twenty-five people are needed to direct their guests to 
parking spaces and help keep the parking areas running smoothly. The volunteers 
usually work on the week-end at various parking lots, and traffic control points. 
The job is outdoors, it can be busy, but for the most part it’s been pretty easy and 
fun, so, wear comfortable shoes. The people watching is a lot of fun too.  

The “Cars 4 Cash” fundraiser has been used to raise funds specifically for the 
Holy Land Pilgrimage. The funds raised for both years have been $5,760.00. 
This could not have been possible without the help of Sir Knights their friends 
and families who came out to volunteer and support such a worthy cause.  For 
that we cannot thank you enough. We owe a very special thanks to S.K. Brian 
Dimatteo, Lady Candy Luchsinger, Lady Melanie Pamp and SK David 
Dumonceaux for their insight, guidance, and hard work.  

The feedback from our gallant volunteers has been overwhelming and they want 
to do it again. So, we have scheduled it for Saturday September 8 th, 2018 and 
Sunday September 9th, 2018. 

Please Save those dates on your calendar, and we will be sending out more 
information latter in the year. Come and join us and have some fun, its for a great 
cause. 
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