
 

Travel in foreign countries and a master’s wages! 
 
 When we become a Master Mason, we are told that we are 

now able to “travel in foreign countries, work for and receive a 

master’s wages”. Cool! What does that mean? So now I get to travel 

the World and get paid for it? If I am getting paid a master’s wage, I 

won’t be buying many souvenirs.  

 

 Obviously, that is not what is inferred by that statement. 

However, it does mean that while I am traveling, I can always find a 

home and I am free to stop by for a visit which I have been fortunate 

to do in 7 states so far. In terms of a master’s wage, I have always 

taken that to be the comfort of knowing that no matter where I am, I 

can always find a Brother who will be able to assist me should need 

arise as well as me being able to assist any traveling brother who may 

need my assistance.  

 

My master’s wage also comes in the comfort of knowing that 

while I am away, my wife and children have 40+ local brothers and 

just as many in Canada, that will jump to assist them should the need 

arise no matter what just as we would for my brother’s family when 

they are away. Unfortunately, I am on the road about 40+ weeks a 

year for work. Luckily, my wife and girls are very strong, and they 

know of the benefits of my master’s wages.  

 

My daughters Lyndsay and Kaitlin, have grown up in 

Masonry, they are comforted in knowing that my brothers are their 

“uncles” and they can be trusted and depended on in a time of need. 

Another thing I consider to be a master’s wage, is the right to 

display the square and compass on the back of my vehicles. Some 

brothers have told me that they do not like the idea of displaying 

Masonic symbols on their vehicles or even their person. They say on 

the vehicle, it is only inviting trouble from anti-Masonic folks and on 

your person, is just a display of vanity. 

 

Thankfully, through our Masonic teachings, I can disagree 

without risking disharmony and by whispering good council about my 

feelings on the matter, I may be able to let them see another view. I 

personally use this form of my master’s wage as a beacon of light in 

Masonry. May sound odd but here is my rational. I have the square 

and compass on my vehicles for several reasons. It is a mobile sign 

board advertising that I am a Mason. If someone wants information 

about Masonry, they will see the sign and ask me. If a brother or his 

family needs assistance or just want to connect, they will see the sign 

and approach me. If I, or my family is traveling and need assistance, a 

brother with see the sign and stop. All these situations have occurred. 

 

 Because I must get out of my vehicle occasionally, I carry my 

beacon of Masonic light with me. I have the ring, necklace, belt 

buckle, bolo tie, ball cap, jacket and even an ear ring, all sporting the 

square and compass. All of this is for the same reasons mentioned 

above. While it is true there is a possibility of attracting some negative 

moths to my beacons, the risk is worth the reward! 

 

 By advertising my Masonic affiliation and inviting folks to 

approach and ask, I feel that I am helping to educate those who may 

be uninformed or misinformed about Masonry. I am not trying to say 

that I am the best person to educate the world about Masonry or any of 

the appendant bodies, but I am blessed to have thousands of brothers 

who would be happy to help with that. 

 

I do not see how any of this could be considered vanity, I 

consider it an honor and my duty to show my affiliation and if 

someone see’s my beacon and I am able to assist them, then my 

master’s wages have been paid in full.  
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