
     In all branches of masonry we use a lot of interesting terms and 
titles for the various elements and offices of our orders.  Some of these 
terms are easily understood, while others have a kind of mystique 
about them.  Most of them are of ancient origin and that may be where 
fascination, perhaps confusion, comes from.  Each, however, has a 
definite and important meaning and lesson to convey.  
     It begins with terms such as Entered Apprentice, and includes such 
titles as Masters, and Wardens, and Stewards, and Tylers.  Each one 
indicates a particular function within the context of our order. 
     For the most part we simply accept them without much question, 
and yet, when we do look into their meaning we find a broad spectrum 
of purpose.  We often hear such things as the phrase “which is to teach 
us….”  Indeed the terms and, titles, do have specific purpose that is 
meant to teach us important things about who we are and what we are 
about not only when we meet as Masons, but how we conduct 
ourselves in our daily lives.  There is a formality and sense of dignity 
exhibited in everything we do and say.  We declare that our purpose is 
to make good men better. 
     I have, for a number of years, had the privilege of serving as the 
“Prelate” of our Knight Templar Conclave in Omaha, and for several 
years as the Eminent Grand Prelate for the State of Nebraska.  I recall 
sitting at a gathering across the table from the Commander Elect of our 
Commandery  a number of years ago, who said to me “I need a Prelate 
for next year” (all the while looking straight at me).  I had no idea what 
it meant, but in the end he had convinced me to take the job.  I was 
fairly new to York Rite at the time, but was willing to “get involved.”    
     It took a while for me to understand what my role was to be.  
Several brothers have said on more than one occasion that it was “type 
casting.”   Perhaps it was because I am a minister, so I suppose it 
seemed a natural fit.  I have served a number of years as chaplain for 
my Blue Lodge (another one of those “terms”), and of the Shrine, but 

the word/title Prelate was a new one to me.  I quickly learned that in 
essence it meant that I was the religious leader for that body.   It is 
interesting that the word “chaplain” is not used since it seems to be 
relatively universal in most, if not all, of the other bodies associated 
with Masonry.  So, I decided recently to do some exploring of the title 
“Prelate” to see what, if anything, makes it different from the chaplain.   
     The office of Prelate is described as a “high ranking clergy such as an 
archbishop or bishop, and who carries the authority of the church.” So, 
it is specifically tied to the Christian church.  It is not just a general 
religious term.   
     According to Wikipedia in an article titled Knights Templar 
(Freemasonry) “unlike the initial degrees conferred in a regular 
Masonic Lodge, which only require a belief in a Supreme Being 
regardless of religious affiliation, the Knights Templar is one of several 
additional Masonic Orders in which membership is open only to 
Freemasons who profess a belief in Christianity.  One of the obligations 
entrants to the order are required to declare is to protect and defend 
the Christian faith.” 
     The task of the Prelate is to promote and support that cause, and to 
constantly remind the brethren of that obligation.  In a world, and 
particularly a society in which there is often indifference, if not open 
hostility toward the Christian faith, it becomes important to constantly 
remind ourselves as Knights Templars of that obligation we took.  It 
hopefully will not require us to take up arms as did those ancient 
knights whom we emulate, but it may well require us to speak up, and 
stand firm in the faith we profess so that those who would abolish it 
will know that there are those who will not be swayed, and who will 
see to it that the church (whatever the denomination) is not silenced.  
The task of the Prelate is to keep that before us at all cost.  It is a 
privilege to do so. 
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