
 

Fraters:  
Hard to believe I am writing the message for March 

already.  We will be preparing to attend The Grand 

Encampment Easter Sunrise Service at the George 

Washington Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia the 

end of March.  If you have never attended, please consider 

doing so this year.  Also, on Saturday evening Grand 

Encampment hosts a Banquet for all Sir Knights attending.  

The Sunrise Service overlooks the Potomac River and is an 

inspirational site for a Sunrise Service. 

I have many visits scheduled for the month of March, if 

we are making a visit to your part of the state please consider 

joining us on a visit.  You can check the schedule on the 

Grand Commandery web site. 

The registration form and schedule for the 165th Annual 

Conclave of the Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania is now 

available.  Please read the registration form carefully for those 

eligible to receive mileage and per diem.  You will need to 

check the box on the registration form to insure that your 

payment will be available at the Conclave. 

We are continuing to work on the details for the Holy 

land Pilgrimage Fund.  After many meetings with the groups 

involved I believe we are ready to move forward with the 

Fund.  It is my desire the Fund be named in honor of Lady 

Jane Taylor who bequest a portion of the funds.  Lady Jane 

was a very strong supporter of the Holy Land Pilgrimage 

Program. 

 

As we prepare for warmer weather in the spring, now is 

the time to plan and organize activities in your community to 

“Share the Blessing”.  I have heard of many activities 

throughout the state to help those less fortunate.  As those of 

you who attended the Testimonial may remember, the 

container that was on the head table labeled ‘Share the 

Blessing”, with what was donated and a donation from my 

Commandery, ‘St. John’s No. 8’, we made a $700.00 donation 

to the Salvation Army.  They were very appreciative of the 

donation. 

I have received many positive comments from 

Commanderies about the suspension of the Inspection 

Program and replacing it with the workshops.  This being a 

new change, there are probably many suggestions to improve 

the workshop program.  If you have a suggestion, please pass 

it on to the Officer doing the workshop in your Commandery. 

The Central Section Reception will be held at the Jaffa 

Shrine Center in Altoona beginning at 5:00 PM, hosted by 

Divisions No. 6 and No. 14, March 10, 2018.  Please consider 

joining us for this festive occasion.  The Southwest Section 

will be on March 24, 2018. 

Yours in Templary,  

SK Ray K. Sheaffer, GC 
 
Sir Knights, 
As we look ahead to March 2018, we begin to think about 
Easter on April 1st.  Let us hear again the words from Jesus 
to His disciples, “Peace be with you”. Jesus, always 
sensitive to our needs, could have chosen no more loving 
words than these for His disciples. It is Easter and the 
Resurrection is real. So where do we stand before the Lord 
today? All Sir Knights are to stand together just as the 
disciples did with the Lord in the midst. 
Let all Sir Knights with our voices praise God to the glory of 
Palm and Easter Sunday. 

Rev. Richard M. Barner, A.G.P. 
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