
       

Sir Knights,  
The winter seems to have been a cold one, but we know spring is just 

around the corner.  The month of February is the time for Valentines to roll 
around. Here in Pierre, South Dakota, it is also when the annual King of Hearts 
Dance takes place.  This is quite an event for the students from four area high 
schools, sponsored by the local JOBS Daughters Bethel. he Jobies are always 
needing help in the form of Adult Supervisors from the Masonic Bodies, 
consider helping out next year.   

The dance brings back many fond memories for me.  I had three 
daughters who all were Jobies and I got to put my time in with chaperoning and 
decorating duties.  I started chaperoning in 1995 when we had the dance at the 
local boys and girls club with approximately 300 students attending.  Oh, the 
hours that our girls, my wife and I experienced together in making and putting 
up decorations.  The girls always needed a dress that wasn’t in the closet. 
Reservation at the nicest restaurant had to be made months in advance. 
Pictures had to be taken on the stairwell of the Capital building…Oh what 
excitement for our youth.   

I was usually assigned parking lot duty; escorting attendees to and 
from their vehicles when needed and making sure all was safe.  All decked out 
in a tux and Parka (February in SD), I had the best job of the evening.  I was 
outside and could hear the music just fine.  Many of my Brothers enjoyed the 
warmth of the crowd as they took floor duty.  Most are a few years older than I, 
and I’m sure they just turned their hearing aids off. Those more experienced 
brothers often had grandchildren that attended, some even attended 
themselves as youth.  

One of South Dakota’s deceased Past Grand Commanders, Sir Knight, 
Florence Heminger’s wife, Marion, was the Honored Queen for the First King of 
Hearts Dance in 1942. Seventy-six years later, the King of Hearts Dance is now at 
Riggs High School with 600 students attending. The young ladies and gentlemen 
still have fun getting all dolled up for the Jobies major fundraiser. The Brethren 
and sisters of the Masonic Bodies are still helping to chaperone the event.    

 

My role has changed. Instead of parking lot duty, I baby sit while my daughters 
chaperone 

If you were to ask any of the 600 dancers who was sponsoring this 
annual event I’m sure a few would know about JOBS Daughters.  Some may say 
…Daughters something, or Something Daughters, or even it must be the school 
since that’s where it’s held.  What a good recruiting opportunity. I know there 
are fathers out there that would love to work with their daughters on similar 
projects. If they know they can get their girls involved with JOBS by becoming a 
Brother, what another recruiting opportunity.   

I see by expanding our Masonic Family we can strengthen individual 
families. The love and affection that we receive from our Brothers and Sisters of 
the Craft is worthy of sharing. I have been on the receiving end as I traveled 
with Sir Knight Stan Schwellenbach around the state.  We found this true when 
we were present for degree work in Sioux Falls and Rapid City, at the Christmas 
Observance in Aberdeen, and the St. John’s Day Celebration in Vermillion. I look 
forward to sharing as I continue my visits to the South Dakota Commandries. 
 
Yours in Faith and Zeal 

Jon Gonsor 

RE Grand Commander KT of South Dakota 
 

 
 
Enjoying fellowship in the Vault at Reds Steakhouse in Vermillion, seated beside  Grand 

Commander Jon Gonsor  is Sir Knight Richard McBride PGC and  host of the St.Johns 

Celebration.  
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