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HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 

 

The following is a presentation made to All Saints Episcopal 

Church in January.  They are making a donation to this worthy 

cause.   

 

One of our duties as Knights Templar is to support the Christian 

Religion.  One of the ways we can do this is to send an ordained 

minister on a Holy Land Pilgrimage. 

 

The real, non-fictional, Knights Templar of old were a Christian 

fraternal organization that was founded in the 11
th

 century.  

Originally the Knights Templar were actually Christian Monks who 

as trained Knights protected and defended Christian pilgrims 

traveling to the Holy Land.  These men took vows of poverty, 

chastity and obedience and were renowned for their courage in 

battle. 

Today the Knights Templar are a non-denominational international 

Christian fraternity that supports the Christian Religion.  Today 

they and their affiliated organizations display their good will in 

other ways.  They organize fund raising activities to support youth 

groups, food banks, medical research for the prevention and cure of 

disease and other charities.  A well know example of an affiliated 

organization are the Shriners.  They support the Shriners Hospital 

for children to help children regardless of their ability to pay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A major survey of more than 35000 Americans by the Pew 

Research Center found that the percentage of adults, ages 18 and 

older, who described themselves as Christians, had dropped by 

nearly eight percent from 2007 to 2014.  A survey also found over 

the same period that the percentage of Americans who are 

religiously unaffiliated – describing themselves as atheist, agnostic 

or “nothing in particular – had jumped more than 6 percent.  And 

the share of Americans who identify with non-Christian faiths had 

inched up 1.2%. 

The mission of the Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage is to 

send Ordained Christian Ministers of various denominations on a 

Biblical study and historical/cultural immersion experience who 

would not have the opportunity otherwise. 

The purpose is to strengthen Christian ministry by providing an 

intensive travel and study program for full-time, ordained ministers 

in the form of a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  Our experience tells 

us how much the opportunity to “walk where Jesus walked” can 

positively affect the preaching, teaching and spirituality of Christian 

ministers.  It is our plan to immerse the Pilgrim ministers in the 

land, sights, sounds, history and cultures of the Holy Land, past and 

present. 

For many years the Knights Templar of Utah have been raising 

funds to send ordained ministers from various denominations on the 

Holy Land Pilgrimage.  The ministers from Utah who have gone 

report that it was an amazing experience that has made them better 

preachers, teachers and spiritual leaders.   

We ask for your support for the good of Christianity. 

 

 

Edited by Jay Mitchell, Grand Captain General 
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