
the lie … many of them get ahead … or so at least it seems … but when 
the final curtain falls … they end with broken dreams … of course, the 
right way can be long … many times it’s rough … but great is the reward 
for those … who persevere enough … so go your way in righteousness … 
and to yourself be true … there is no way but the right way… the choice 
is up to you. 
 
We suffer or find happiness in two ways. Mental and physical. Seek what 
makes you happy. You control your happiness and life’s satisfaction 
through peace of mind. Live, love, laugh. 
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your understanding. 
In all ways acknowledge him and he shall direct thy path.” Proverbs3:5-6. 
 
As my year as Grand Commander comes to its end, I wish to thank my 
lected and appointed Grand Officers and all Sir Knights throughout our 
Hawaii jurisdiction for all kindness and courtesies extended to me. 
 
I know our Grand Commandery’s leadership is in good hands and it will 
remain focused on our three (3) Year Strategic Plan, with its three (3) 
Main Objectives that guided my entire term, and which are:                  
 

1. 3Rs Membership Development. Encourage 
Retention (good rituals) + Restoration (talk 
about it) + Recruitment (YR Ambassadors);  

      

2. K.T. Uniform. Encourage all Sir Knights to 
acquire and wear proper uniforms and 
regalia;   

                                     
3. Knights Templar Eye Foundation. Increase 

our contributions to the K.T. Eye Foundation.  
 

My best wishes to SK Gerhart W. Walch, 
Deputy Grand Commander, KCT as he assumes 
command and continues his great journey and 
contributions not just to our Grand Commandery 
but to all our York Rite Bodies, and Masonry in 
Hawaii.  Mahalo Nui Loa. 
 
ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS! 
 

Yours In All Knightly Courtesy! 
 

John F. Brown  
 

SK John J. Brown, Right Eminent Grand Commander, KCT 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Be Compassionate!  Be Righteous! 
 

By S.K. John J. Brown, Right Eminent Grand Commander, KCT 
 

Compassion - sympathetic pity and concern for 
the suffering or misfortunes of others.   
 
“Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.” 
 
If we consider that human beings were made in 
the image and likeness of the Supreme 
Architect of the universe, we must look at our 
present state. Created in Paradise and fallen to 
our sinful ways, we can only mourn this present 
condition. 
 
This teaching of Jesus tells us that we will be 
comforted if we mourn. If we desire to be 
happy, we must practice compassion. If we 
desire to see  others  happy,  we  must  practice  
 

compassion. Happiness is the opposite of suffering.   
 

“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they should be 
satisfied.” 
 
I have found happiness by what I find is doing the right thing at the right time 
for the right reason. 
 
In 1968, my father sent me a poem called “The Right Way,” by Ben 
Burroughs. 
 
This is how I have tried to live my life. The Right Way. 
 
There’s no other way but the right way … all other ways are wrong … a 
person’s aim has to be true … or they will miss the gong … yet many are the 
people … who practice slipping by … looking for the shortcuts … devoted to 
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