
 

and excellent lifestyle in an age where religion is slowly fading from 

sight. Reflect upon this. 

 

Ritual practice is paramount in keeping our order alive. We 

need the members to know and understand the verbiage and floor 

work to properly perform the opening and closing ceremonies. Even 

if there are only a few members present, walking through the floor 

work with explanations of who does what, where and when goes a 

long way toward generating good work. In those Commanderies who 

regularly open full form this can be reinforcement. Appoint someone 

who knows the work to be a ritualist who instructs and gently corrects 

those problem areas that arise from time to time. 

 

Finally: consider that the chivalric orders are THREE. From 

time to time, practice opening in the other two. Do this to generate 

interest, understanding, and proficiency. 

 

I have no doubt that with active participation, direction and 

enthusiastic guidance; we can overcome this lull in our membership 

and turn the numbers around. In my travels around the state I find 

that all Commanderies are alive and not on life support, but lack of 

membership holds them back and we need to enthusiastically recruit 

those Christian members who are available to us in our Blue Lodges. 

There is nothing wrong with emphasizing our Christian origins and 

intent. 

 

 Also, if you have not yet registered for the 2019 Grand York 

Rite sessions, please do so as soon as possible: 

http://sessions.idyorkrite.org/ 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Lawrence E Lathrop, Jr. 

REGC 
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A Message from the Grand Commander 

 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

 

I write to you in my last full month of service as your Grand 

Commander. I think that the state of our Grand Commandery is 

adequate, at best. The reason for this statement is not to belittle those 

Commanderies that are having trouble. I think we are all aware that 

Idaho is down to six Commanderies; Idaho #1, Lewiston #2, Coeur 

d’Alene #5, Idaho Falls #6, Salmon #9, and Twin Falls #10. Of these 

six, only three can regularly perform a full form opening, one is 

growing, and two are static in membership. There is a certain amount 

of apathy in all of our Commanderies but it is being overcome in most 

of them by a cadre of enthusiastic and dedicated members, I have high 

hopes that the enthusiasm will become contagious and we start growing 

once again. The proposal to give the 4th degree to all Blue Lodge 

members who are interested is a good start but a good start will not bring 

members back to meetings that address business alone then adjourn 

until next time. 

 

I am of the opinion that a part of the answer to keeping members 

involved is education. Every Commandery has someone who knows 

and understands the ritual and its meaning, as well as its origins and 

purpose. If we can enlist that person or persons to give brief informative 

talks about our orders we would go a long way toward building that 

understanding that leads to enthusiastic participation. I firmly believe 

that every Christian Mason belongs in our order and that they will find 

a place where Christianity is openly discussed and recognized as a true 

 

http://sessions.idyorkrite.org/

