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Annual dinner now honors three 
Hoosier Past Grand Masters 

By SK Terry L. Kehrer KCT 
Grand Commander 

In the February, 2018, Indiana supplement to the Knight Templar magazine, 
SK Lawrence J. Williams KCT, who was then Grand Commander, wrote a history 
of the Newby-Avery Banquet event.  

Williams wrote that the forerunner of our modern dinners dates back to 
1899, when SK Leonidas Newby hosted small, working din-
ners to plan his 1901 term as Grand Commander, and even-
tually to  organize his ascension to the office of Grand Mas-
ter of the Grand Encampment Knights Templar of the United 
States of America, a post he held from 1922 to 1925, the 
first Hoosier to do so. Newby used small dinners as planning 
tools while in Grand Encampment office, and continued to 
do so after he retired from national office to discuss the 
business of the Indiana Grand Commandery. 

The dinners continued after Newby, but still as planning meetings known as 
Newby Dinners. In the mid 1960s, the Grand Master of Masons of Indiana, the 
Grand High Priest of the Indiana Royal Arch Masons and the Most Illustrious 
Grand Master of Indiana Cryptic Masons were added to the guest list to learn 
each others’ plans and possibly coordinate efforts. 

The annual planning event became known as the Newby-Avery Dinner in 
1980 when SK Willard M. Avery completed his term as Grand Master of the 
Grand Encampment, which he held 1976-79. 

The dinner changed from a working meeting to a fund-raising event in 1993, 
when the Indiana Grand Commandery created the Permanent Fund whose 
money would be invested, and with interest therefrom supporting Grand Com-
mandery from other than dues. 

Ever since, people who donate $250 to the permanent fund are designated 
Newby-Avery Fellows, and receive a lapel pin and certificate, and a standing 
invitation every year to the Newby-Avery event. Each additional $250 donation 
by a Fellow gets a diamond added to the lapel button. This year, the Newby-
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Avery Banquet Committee determined it would be appropriate to change the 
name of the event to the Newby-Avery-Vaught Banquet, to include and honor 
our most recent Hoosier Past Most Eminent Grand Master Duane L. Vaught GCT.  
Sir Knight Vaught was elected Grand Master of the Grand Encampment Knights 
Templar in August, 2015, in Buffalo, N.Y., and he served until the Triennial Con-
clave in August, 2018, which was held in Indianapolis. Accordingly, the Fellows’ 
lapel pin has now been slightly redesigned to reflect the Newby-Avery-Vaught 
name. The new pins, with appropriate diamonds if due,  will be presented at the 
Newby-Avery-Vaught Banquet this month for $250 donations as has been done 
in the past. This event is still designed to promote donations to the permanent 
fund. Additional information about the program is available at: http://
www.indianaknightstemplar.com/newby-avery.html. This web-page name will 
be changed in the near future to reflect the current name. 

Templar Wedding in Crawfordsville 
CRAWFORDSVILLE — SK Joseph and Lady Tracy Sparks were married in a 

Templar service through a lucky coincidence. 
SK Randal Ellington, GPE, Grand Standard Bearer, and an ordained minister, 

officiated. Sparks, Ellington’s Deputy Battalion Commander, had planned a nor-
mal wedding in the Crawfordsville Masonic Temple and had asked SK Stephen 
Kroman, who is both Grand Prelate and Grand Photographer, about wedding 
photography. Kroman brought up the subject of a Commandery wedding, and 
thus it happened, Kroman said. 

Ellington said he crafted the Sparks service as a Medieval wedding service. 
Ellington had Sparks kneel and solemnly swear he would love and care for Lady 
Tracy. even before his bride entered the room. She then was escorted under an 
arch of steel by Past Grand Master Duane Vaught GCT and Grand Commander 
Terry Kehrer KCT. From the foot of the lines she was escorted the rest of the 
way by her sons. After the service the couple recessed through another arch of 
steel, led by Vaught and trailed by Kehrer. 
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