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In order to keep you better informed of the happenings in the 

jurisdiction, I will dedicate a portion of this column to upcoming 

events for the month. Below are our events for March: 

• Saturday, 9 March 8:00am Grand Chapter of New 

Hampshire Royal Arch Degree Day 

• Saturday, 16 March 10:00am Order of the Temple -- 

Manchester 

 

       

Sir Knights, it’s hard to believe we are already two-thirds of the 

way through our inspection season and have the magnanimous 

Order of the Temple remaining. I always look forward to this time 

of year, as it means spring will soon be upon us and we will 

welcome our newest Knights of the Temple! 
 

It is also when we celebrate the sacrifice of our Savior and the 

resurrection. We all can recollect the important imagery and 

symbolism related to this that we see in the Order of the Temple 

and the profound effect it has on us. I look forward to sharing that 

with our soon to be new SKs as well.  
 

To continue with our theme from last month, let’s take a brief 

look at the Order of Malta. As we all should be aware, this is 

actually two “orders” in one. We have the “Mediterranean Pass” 

and then the Order of Malta itself. Some would argue that this is all 

one order or separate, but what is important is the teachings of 

each. I would recommend you take the time to read the obligations 

of each, as it is here that we see the requirements of being a 

trinitarian Christian are introduced. This is often a provocative 

topic and I will leave it to the reader to form an opinion of the 

intent. 

 

 

 Again, we find Thomas Smith-Webb and Henry Fowle 

playing an important role in the inclusion of the order during the 

founding of the Grand Encampment. Contention arose around the 

sequence of the orders, with some feeling the order of Malta should 

take place after the Order of Temple as a sort of side degree, while 

others stood behind the notion of preceding the Order of the 

Temple. It took until the 20th century (1919 to be exact) to settle the 

discussion and we all know how that turned out.  

 

 Of course, the most important aspect of the Order of Malta 

is the teachings, which is primarily focused on faith and right 

living. Whole the order itself is not tied directly to the Knights 

Templar, the lessons are no less important and help portray the 

historical timeline of chivalry during the time of the crusades and 

the Templars. 

 

 I know this is but a cursory look at the order. I would again 

encourage you to look a little more in depth at the history and 

ritual, as there are many interesting facts that we often overlook 

during the middle order. 

 

Reminder, dates of events are always subject to change. We do 

have our York Rite Calendar posted on the website at 

https://nhyorkrite.org/calendars/ 

 

IHS, 

SK Patrick J. O’Sullivan, GCG – Editor 
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