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Sir Knights!
Please join in the fellowship we enjoy at our New Mexico Grand York Rite 
Session, which is a time when you can renew old friendships and make 
new ones with Sir Knights throughout the state and sojourning Fellow 
Soldiers.  Our Grand York Rite Sessions will be held April 11th through 
the 13th at the Ballut Abyad Shrine Center.  I am honored and privileged 
to announce that my home Commandery, Pilgrim Commandery #3, will 
be opening our Grand Commandery and the entire session on Th ursday, 
April 11.  Th ey perform an outstanding Ten-Man Opening, something 
not to be missed.  

Th e Side Orders: the Order of High Priesthood, the Order of the Silver 
Trowel and the Past Commanders Association, will meet on the day of 
their associated body.  If you have served or are serving as High Priest,    
Illustrious Master, or Commander, and are NOT a member, please con-
tact us through the registration website for more information. Knights 
of the York Cross of Honour (KYCH) will meet Th ursday aft ernoon.  All 
members of these Side Orders are welcome to attend and participate.

I encourage everyone to attend the fundraising Holy Land Pilgrimage 
dinner, Th ursday night, April 11th. Its purpose is to provide the money 
necessary for the Grand Commandery of New Mexico to sponsor local 
Christian Ministers to participate in  the Grand Encampment Holy Land 
Pilgrimage. Our Guest speaker will be our own Reverend and Sir Knight 
Ed McBride, who was our most recent participant in this program.  Sir 
Knight McBride will be sharing his experiences of this extra ordinary and 
life-changing journey with us.  

Ash Wednesday this year is on March 6th, which starts 46 days of Lent (40 
fasting days, not counting Sundays), leading up to Easter Sunday on April 
21st.  Ash Wednesday’s name is from the practice of placing palm ashes 
on foreheads as a sign of mourning and repentance to God. Th ese palm 
ashes are typically gathered from the previous year’s Palm Sunday.

Mark your calendars for this year’s 9th Annual Western States Easter Ob-
servance, which will be celebrated in Denver, Colorado, April 19-21, 2019. 
Easter Service will be held at the Denver Consistory. Also available as a 
fundraiser for the Knights Templar Eye Foundations is the sale of “900th 
Anniversary Knights Templar Bible Crosses,” which can be seen and or-
dered on their website - www.wseo-denver.com.

Th e Knights Templar Educational Foundation, the fi rst program of its 
kind, was organized in 1922. Since then, more than $38 million dollars 
has been loaned to 80,000 students to complete their last two years of col-
lege. Th is fi nancial assistance is given without regard to race, color, creed, 
age or Masonic affi  liation.

Our New Mexico Knights Templar Educational Foundation Committee is 
currently receiving applications for consideration.  Th ese scholarships are 
not “grants in aid”, but are open to all students regardless of their fi nancial 
circumstances as long as they meet the requirements established by the 
committee.  Even if your student is in another state, fi nancial aid is avail-
able through that state’s foundation who meet the required qualifi cations- 
these qualifi cations may vary from state to state.

For more information, consult the K.T. Education Foundation Brochure at 
www.knightstemplar.org/KTEdF.pdf

As I am seeing the end of my year draw near, if I have not made it known 
to each of you how much I appreciate this honor of serving you as Grand 
Commander, I hope you are aware by now. 
I use the term “serving you” because that 
is what we as Masons in general do, and as 
Christian Masons we have been given the 
ultimate example in the life and sacrifi ce of 
our Savior. May God continue to bless each 
of us throughout this year and may broth-
erly love prevail and strengthen us.

Courteously,

Christopher A. Larsen, II
Grand Commander


