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Some churches still observe Easter under the Julian calendar. 

The Gregorian calendar was created because the Julian calendar 

was slightly too long. With the Julian calendar, the equinox date 

moved towards the earlier dates of March and further away from 

the Easter. Therefore, the introduction of the Gregorian calendar 

allowed for realignment with the equinox. 

Is there a perfect calendar? 

In the Gregorian calendar, Easter falls on a Sunday between March 

22 and April 25 from 1753 to 2400. In the Julian calendar, used by 

some eastern or Orthodox churches, Easter also falls on a Sunday 

from March 22 to April 25, which in the Gregorian calendar are 

from April 3 to May 10 from 1753 to 2400. 

In 2007 Easter fell on the same date (April 8) in both calendars 

when the Julian date was converted to the Gregorian date. This also 

happened in other years, such as 2004, 2010 and 2011. 

Proposed Easter Date Reforms 

There have been a number of suggested reforms for the Easter date. 

For example, in 1997 the World Council of Churches proposed a 

reform of the Easter calculation to replace an equation-based 

method of calculating Easter with direct astronomical observation. 

This would have solved the Easter date difference between 

churches that observe the Gregorian calendar and those that 

observe the Julian calendar. The reform was proposed to be 

implemented in 2001, but it is not yet adopted. 

Matt McGee 

 

MARCH-APRIL CALENDAR 

 

NE Oklahoma Regional Commandery Festival 

Sat, March 9, 9am – 5pm 

5925 E 9th St E Ave, Tulsa, OK 74112, USA  

 

Oklahoma York Rite Grand Sessions  

April 25, 26, 27, 2019 

Wyndham Garden Hotel 

2101 S. Meridian Ave, Oklahoma City 

More information will follow. 

 
 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

 Hope everyone is ready for the wind which always seems 

to prevail at this time of year. I want to remind all Sir Knights that 

Easter falls on Sunday April 21
st
 in 2019. Please attend the church 

of your choice and celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. I am sure some Sir Knights will also be 

traveling to one of the three Grand Encampment services. Below is 

a short article about the determination of the Easter date. 

In His Service, 

Matt McGee R.E.G.C. 

 

In 325CE the Council of Nicaea established that Easter would be 

held on the first Sunday after the first Full Moon occurring on or 

after the vernal equinox.(*) From that point forward, the Easter 

date depended on the ecclesiastical approximation of March 21 for 

the vernal equinox. 

Easter is delayed by 1 week if the Full Moon is on Sunday, which 

decreases the chances of it falling on the same day as the Jewish 

Passover. The council’s ruling is contrary to the Quartodecimans, 

a group of Christians who celebrated Easter on the day of the Full  

Moon, 14 days into the month. 

Comparative calendars 

Not all Christian churches observe Easter according to the 

Gregorian calendar. 

 

 

    

 


