
 

     In England, at the end of the century XII, Templar garrisons are recorded in 

Bristol, Bath and York. At the issue of the Pope Bulla for the Order abolition, the 

King Eduard II was openly confused and dissatisfied but, being obliged to obey, 

he promulgated, in his turn, the decrees related to the Order abolition. As in other 

parts, it seems that the Templars, veterans of the Crusades and accustomed with 

the secret fights, succeeded in conserving their structures, of course in secret and 

in surviving for centuries, getting in the masonic lodges and becoming the 

backbone of the current Templar Order. 

     In Scotland, after the abolition of the Order, many Sir Knights found an 

asylum in the Hospitaller Order, bringing, at the same time, rituals, rules, 

customs and secrets that, little by little, interfered with the “host” life. A series of 

other Templars met and offered their services to Robert Bruce and, on October 

19, 1488, by a decree of King James IV, the Templar and Hospitaller Order were 

united together with their patrimonies, leading to a very strong and influential 

organization. Later, this combined Order would have continued to exist, as 

organizations and masonic bodies, developing a masonry oriented to superior 

degrees of knight origin. The Stuartist Scottish masonry was best represented by 

the Knight Ramsay, who was going to transfer and develop the concept of the 

superior degrees in France, as the Baron von Hund did it in Germany.  

     A study performed for 15 years (1937-1952), at the initiative of the Grand 

Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States of America, in search of its 

origin and identity, come to the conclusion that the presented alternatives are 

possible but the lack of certain, verifiable documents does not allow privileging 

categorically no variant. 

The first mention about the Templar Masonry in Europe is recorded in Ireland, in 

1774, when a newspaper of Dublin publishes an announcement related to the 

“celebration of Saint John by the Knights Templar of Ireland together with the 

masons of the Royal Arch and the Excellent and Superexcellent Masons, Lodge 

no. 506“, which other concerned brothers were interested in too. It is obvious 

that these structures had been in existence and operation for long time, the record 

of the Lodge “Saint Andrew” mentioning that this granted to them the degree of 

“Knight Templar” since 1769. 

     After 1780, the Templar Order is rapidly distributed in Massachusets, New 

York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, South Caroline and other states. In 1785, the New 

York newspapers publish some pieces of lithography of Sir Knights in uniform, 

with swords, at the anniversary of the Saint John the Evangelist. At the 

organization of the funerals of George Washington, the active and transparent 

participation of Sir Knights is mentioned, which brought the homage of this great 

leader. 

 
900 YEARS SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE ORDER 

OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR – Part IV – Conclusions 

     Templar encampments are recorded with documents in Charleston (1783), 

New York (1796), Philadelphia (1794), Baltimore (1802), Connecticut (1796), 

Boston (1802) and so on, in all the large American cities, which prepares the 

creation in 1816 of the General Grand Encampment with jurisdiction on the 

entire federal territory of the United States of America and, then, on the Grand 

Commanderies of other countries.  

     Since then and until now, the American Freemasonry and its Templar 

composition is constantly placed on the first place in the world, both from the 

point of view of the adepts and structures and also as a degree of integration in 

the society. 

     The histories of the Freemasonry and of the Order of Knights Templar 

although, apparently, they are separated, have numerous common elements, but 

also a series of facts and even documents pleading for the intercrossing of these 

Organizations, which we tried to demonstrate. 

     In this work, we also tried to show how, down the ages, these elements 

collaborated for the evolution and the commonweal of the Mankind, from where 

we arise the conclusion that in the current times too it would be necessary to 

continue with this process, this time being a common Body.  

     If we refer to our times, we realize how necessary it would be a “revolution” 

similar to that of the Templars. We live in a world submitted to continuous 

challenges: on one hand, the trend of globalization is in contradiction with the 

ethnical dissolution of some states, the control of the opinions exercised by mass-

media comes sometimes in contradiction with the state policies, the religious 

fundamentalism creates exaggerated tensions within some populations dividing 

sometimes the same territory, adding over all this the permanent threaten of 

terrorism. For the future, a series of crisis are foreshadowed on several level: the 

climatic changes, the food security, the water crisis, the depletion of the natural 

resources and the economic crisis. 

    What would be our part, of the modern Sir Knights in the society of our times? 

The Freemasonry is a continuer of the Templar ideas and ideals and, inside 

it, the Templar Orders are masonic, military and religious orders that, by the 

philosophy of the rituals advocate the tolerance, love for the people and spiritual 

evolution. The duty of these modern knights who, in the day-to-day life face with 

the society’s problems, is to promote these values in the profane society, 

everyone at his workplace, among their friends and their families. 

It is a holy obligation coming from time immemorial, from one generation 

to the other of Sir Knights, to continue the fight against the evil from the society, 

as well as the construction work of a better society, ideal for which our 

forerunners sacrificed our life. 

  

NON NOBIS DOMINE, NON NOBIS, SED NOMINE TUO DA GLORIAM 

 

   With brotherly love, 

      Stefan Mantea 

Past Grand Commander 
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