
       

 Hello Sir Knights! 

 This month I’d like to talk about one of our charities. I’m sure 

most of you are aware of the Holy Land Pilgrimage. But, I would guess 

that you only have a vague idea of what it really is. 

 The simple explanation of what it is, is that it is a program where 

we send ministers to the Holy Land and show them around. Yes, that is a 

simplified description, but I think you miss the whole point of this 

worthwhile charity. 

 As Christian Knights, you swore to defend the Christian religion. 

One easy way for you to do that is to provide the tools for “warriors in 

Christ” to tend to the masses. I refer to the many ministers who lead 

their congregations as “warriors in Christ” because they have made it 

their life’s work to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 One of the best tools we can give a minister is to experience the 

land our Savior lived and breathed in. The Bible has many passages that 

describe the environment and we also have pictures for reference. But, 

to experience the environment first hand. To touch the rocks and 

buildings our Savior touched is an experience far more impressive. This 

experience is something most ministers will never have the opportunity 

to experience.  

 The Holy Land Pilgrimage is a rare opportunity for ministers from 

around the United States to walk in the steps of our Savior. I have yet to 

talk to a minister who has experienced this trip, that has not been 

fundamentally changed by the experience. Every single one of them  

have described the experience as life changing. By touching and 
experiencing the land our Savior lived, they are able to relate more 
effectively to the passages in the Bible. Plus, they are able to describe in 
much more detail to their flocks, the land of our Savior. 
 
 Every year, South Dakota Grand Commandery makes available, 
the opportunity to experience this once in a lifetime journey. I ask you to 
think about the ministers in your church, would they benefit from this 
journey? The ideal candidate for the Holy Land Pilgrimage should be 
early or middle part of their career. This entire trip is no cost to the 
minister, the Grand Encampment and SD Grand Commandery cover cost 
to travel from SD to New York and then to Isreal. 
 
 As an added bonus starting this year! Sir Knights who have 
desired to experience this trip but are not ministers, now have the 
opportunity to do so. The Grand Encampment is now offering this same 
trip for Sir Knights and their spouses. There are two different trips; one is 
the exact same trip as the minister’s trip, which is rigorous or the second 
trip which is geared more toward senior Sir Knights and is less rigorous. 
Go to the Grand Encampment website for more details. This trip is not 
free, but is very affordable.  
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