
  

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONCLAVE 
The 158th Conclave of the Grand Commandery of Tennessee will be 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019, at the Grand Lodge Building in Nashville, and will 
open 8:00 am CST.  The complete schedule including registration 
information can be found on the Grand York Rite website. 

 
GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Three Times – John 21:15-19 
As my final message to the Sir Knights in Tennessee I wanted to talk 

about Peter and forgiveness. I have talked about forgiveness before, but I 
wanted to take it in a different direction.  

Peter was the first individual that Jesus called to be a disciple (Mark 
1:16-18). He was the first to be named an apostle (Mark 3:14-16). He was 
son of Jonas, the brother of Andrew, a fisherman, most likely from the 
village of Bethsaida. Matthew 14:28 tells us that Peter walked on water until 
he became afraid and began to sink. He once asked Jesus the question, 
"Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to 
seven times?" Peter questions Jesus about the parable of the "blind leading 
the blind, Matthew 15:15.  

Peter had a problem in that sometimes he spoke before he thought. 
How many of us are guilty of opening mouth and inserting foot? Our Lord on 
one occasion began to inform His disciples of His coming sufferings and 
death. "Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, 'God forbid 
it, Lord!'" But Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan!" 
Matthew 16:21-23. 

Peter was apart of the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples, numbered 
along with James and John. He was the first disciple to recognize that Jesus 
was the Messiah, Matthew 16:15. Jesus says, "But who do you say that I 
am?" Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." You could say that Peter was as close to Jesus as any of the 
other disciples were, but was he really? Could you imagine Jesus saying, "I 
tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny 

three times that you know Me." Luke 22:34. Later that evening, Jesus was 
arrested. While He stood trial before the chief priest, Peter hid outside in 
the courtyard. Three times Peter was recognized as one of Jesus' followers; 
three times he denied knowing Jesus, thus fulfilling Jesus' words John 18: 17 
- 21:19, Luke 22:61-62. 

And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered 
the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, "Before the rooster crows, 
you will deny Me three times." So Peter went out and wept bitterly.  

Imagine, then Peter's emotions during his encounter with the 
resurrected Savior by the Sea of Tiberias. On the one hand, he was no doubt 
overjoyed to see the risen Lord. On the other hand, he may still have been 
ashamed and embarrassed about his desertion of Jesus in the hour of His 
greatest need. 

Three times the Lord asked Peter if Peter loved Him. The first two 
times, Christ used the word agape signifying a love of commitment, a love of 
the will. Peter responded with the word phileo, indicating his strong 
emotion for the Lord. When Peter acknowledged that he loved Christ, the 
Lord gave him the task of feeding His lambs and taking care of His sheep.  

The third time Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him, He used the word 
phileo, indicating strong friendship. Christ had taught that a friend who 
loves would lay down his life for a friend. Peter, instead, had denied Christ 
three times. When Peter gave his final response, "You know that I love You," 
Christ had drawn a commitment from Peter and assured His complete 
forgiveness of Peter. With this exchange, the Lord restored Peter to a 
position of leadership in the ongoing ministry of the gospel. 

What a commitment that Peter had made. Here was a man that was 
no different from any of us who in one breath admitted Jesus was the 
Messiah and in the next denied him three times. Remember the butterfly 
effect, the right person in the right time can change history! Here we have 
one who denied and one who forgave, and both have changed the course 
history! Amen 
In His Service, 
Burks Taylor, Grand Commander 
 

REMINDER OF UPCOMING FESTIVALS 
Middle Tennessee Festival – Capitular Degrees through Most Excellent 

Master: Friday, March 8, 6:00 pm; Royal Arch, Cryptic Degrees, and 
Commandery Orders: Saturday, March 9, 8:00 am. 

Upper East Festival – Capitular Degrees: Saturday April 20; Cryptic Degrees 
and Commandery Orders: Saturday, April 27.  More details to be 
provided in the April Supplement. 
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