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Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage 

A major survey of more than 35,000 Americans by the Pew 

Research Center finds that the percentage of adults who describe 

themselves as Christians has dropped by nearly eight percentage 

points in just seven years.   Over the same period, the percentage of 

Americans who are religiously unaffiliated – describing themselves 

as atheist, agnostic or “nothing in particular” – has jumped more 

than six points. And the share of Americans who identify with non-

Christian faiths also has inched up, rising 1.2 percentage points, 

growth has been especially great among Muslims and Hindus. 

As Knights Templar we have a duty to support and defend the 

Christian Religion.  As part of that duty Knights Templar of Utah 

have for many years been sending full time, ordained ministers 

from various denominations to the Holy Land.  The purpose is to 

strengthen Christian ministry by providing an intensive travel and 

study program.  Experience tells us how much the opportunity to 

“walk where Jesus walked” can positively affect the preaching, 

teaching, and spirituality of Christian Ministers.  It is our plan to 

immerse the Pilgrim ministers in the land, the sights, the sounds, 

the history and the cultures of the Holy Land, past and present. 

The program for many years was directed by Past Eminent Grand 

Commander Ray White who passed away.  Sir Knight White did an 

excellent job for many years but now we have to keep the program 

running.  We need to raise about $4,000 and some Commandries 

have made some contributions already but we are at most half way.  

When we get to our goal we can send a qualified minister from 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Utah.  Each Commandry may nominate a minister from their area 

who will be evaluated by the Holy Land Pilgrimage Committee.  As 

much as possible, depending on qualifications, we will try to have 

each Commandry have a turn in sending a minister from their area.  

GUIDELINES FOR SELECTION OF MINISTERS  

The following are the selection criteria used choosing ministers for 

the Knight Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage. Please consider these 

guidelines before inviting ministers to apply. Ministers who fall 

outside of these guidelines will rank lower in the process of 

selecting ministers from the pool of those nominated. 

+Having never traveled to Israel before. 

+Fully Ordained ministers (copy of Ordination Certificate or 

judicatory documentation must accompany the application). Youth 

coordinators, program directors, lay pastors, etc. rarely have 

ordination status. 

+Serving in full time ministry, currently. This means that they are 

employed by the church full time and it is their primary source of 

income. 

+Having served at least four years in full time ministry.        

+Having at least ten years of full time service yet to go. 

Be of good physical health (if the idea of walking a brisk mile or 

more – uphill, non-stop, with steps - is a concern, this may not be 

the program from which this person would benefit). 

+Willing to travel with an ecumenical group of other ministers 

from many denominations and religious groups, male and female. 

Willing to travel in a program sponsored by the Knights Templar, 

an appendant organization of Freemasonry.  

+Willing to travel without their spouse. This is non-negotiable. 

+Having the understanding that this is a strenuous educational  

and spiritual study seminar / historical & cultural immersion  

experience and not a vacation trip. 

 

Finances are always a concern and there are ten places that every 

dollar can go.  Please in your next Commandry meeting consider a 

contribution of whatever you can spare to support this Knight 

Templar Charity.  Please send checks to:  David Read, Grand 

Recorder, 116 Dory Lane, Stansbury Park, UT 84074 
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