
           

FROM THE APARTMENT OF THE GRAND 

COMMANDER 
Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

Congratulations to the newly elected or soon to be elected and installed 

Commanders. Your election to the post of Eminent Commander is an 

honored position of responsibility and should not be viewed as a mere 

stepping stone in your Masonic career. Make your year exciting, 

informative, and a reflection of our Templar values. Stress the quality of 

Templar Masonry rather than quantity. Focus your recruiting efforts on 

Companions that will be an asset not just a number. New membership is 

important but remember so are our absent Sir Knights who carried the 

torch in years past and now are not attending for various reasons.  

Perhaps one of the reasons is that the meetings were all too frequently 

just open and closing without challenges or education being offered.  

Have programs before your conclave and invite your lady or a friend. 

Add dinner as part of the deal! All programs are a chance for recruitment 

when given by a Sir Knight on Templary Masonry.  Other programs 

cannot be overlooked as any interesting topic generates enthusiasm. Use 

the talent in your commandery. Do you have a magician, poet, 

missionary… you get the picture? All these ideas will add to your 

evening and more importantly, put the excitement into your conclaves. 

Take pride in your Commandery and make this the best year ever! 
 

Congratulations to the new officers of Fredericksburg Assembly No. 266, 

Social Order of the Beauceant and their new Worthy President, Mrs. 

Charles T. Doyal.  The Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery of 

Virginia are very proud of all the work you do to support us. Not only do 

you make our Annual Conclave perform like a well-oiled machine, your 

support of our charities does not go unnoticed. Forgive us if we do not 

express our sentiments enough. We are deeply grateful for all you do! 

 
 

 

Sir Knights, the Baldwin-Brown Fellowship Fund is a never-ending 

drive and your support is needed and appreciated. Yes, we realize 

that taxes are coming due, dues to other Masonic organizations are 

now payable, and other charities are soliciting contributions. But as 

you budget your donations this year, please support those that are 

part of our Grand Commandery first.  
 

My travels on behalf of the Grand Commandery of Knights 

Templar of Virginia will soon be taking me to the states of 

Delaware, Texas, North Carolina and the District of Columbia to 

attend their Grand Conclaves on which I will report. Continuing, I 

will be attending the Easter Sunrise Service at the George 

Washington Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, VA on Sunday, 

April 21st, 2019.  It is my hope that every Sir Knight within 

reasonable traveling distance will make a sincere effort to attend 

this momentous and glorious event celebrating “Christ is risen”. 
 

Lady Sandy and I look forward to seeing you at the Grand 

Conclave in Charlottesville May 3rd - 5th, 2019.  If you have not 

attended a Grand Conclave, please consider it this year.  Several 

resolutions will be presented along with the regular business that is 

conducted annually. Come and listen to the reports, participate in 

the discussions, and cast your ballot on the resolutions. Your 

presence and participation are the heart and soul of the Grand 

Commandery of Virginia! A letter was sent (and a reminder made 

in a previous supplement) to all the Commanderies requesting 

donations to fund the hospitality room that is enjoyed by you Sir 

Knights and your ladies. Your support will be appreciated. 

Absolutely no part of the donations will be used for the purchase of 

alcoholic beverages.   

 

“THIS IS THE CUP” 
 

Courteously, 

 

Joel D. Ratliff, Sr., KCT, KYCH, OPC 

Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Virginia 
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