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FROM THE EDITOR
I would like to encourage all Sir Knights to submit articles, 

letters, pictures, or comments for inclusion into this 
supplement.  Articles need to be submitted to me by the 1st of 

the month for the next issue.  (Feb. 25th for the March issue.)
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It is even doubted by some of our best historians that the grip and password 
were connected with these ancient ceremonies. The introduction of the 
speculative Mason prepares the way for the dawn of Freemasonry. The so-
called ‘Revival’ of 1717 was but the bursting forth of the evolutionary forces 
that had been slowly developing for half a century. These same forces are 
at work today, so that it can truly be said that Freemasonry is a progressive 
science.

Masonic historians are agreed that some time between 1723 and 1730 the 
Second and Third degrees were evolved, and in the evolution of degrees, 
ritualism and symbolism were developed, resulting in the intellectual and 
philosophical Freemasonry of today. The central idea of the entire system of 
Freemasonry became the “loss” and the “recovery” of the “Word,” symbolizing 
death and the resurrection, the ending of the present and the beginning of 
the future life.

The Royal Arch stands as the rainbow of promise, of the Noachite Legend; as 
the resurrection; of that which was lost and that which shall be recovered. In 
our present ritual of the Third Degree the Master’s Word is lost - the “Word” 
was never lost but transferred to the Royal Arch

Before the legend of Hiram Abif was introduced in the Master’s Degree the 
True Word was communicated in the Master’s Degree and not a substitute 
Word. It necessarily followed that when the legend of Hiram Abif became a 
part of the ritual of this degree the “loss” of the “Word” followed, as the “loss” 
is a part of the Hiramic legend. But the “loss” without a “recovery” would be 
an absurdity; to complete the symbolism of Freemasonry, the “Word” must be 
recovered, hence the necessity for a Fourth Degree, the Royal Arch. 

In 1738, or earlier, the story of the loss of the “Word” and the new legend, 
the Royal Arch, were gradually introduced into the lodges, and when the 
Freemasonry of England was divided into the ‘Moderns’ and ‘Ancients’ (in 
1751), the latter organizing a Grand Lodge and adopting ritual of four degrees, 
the fourth being the Royal Arch. 


