
 

Grand Commander’s Message 
 

     A grand scholar I am not, nor do I hold a doctoral degree in Freemasonry. 
Then why am I writing this piece? Because I feel the need to bring a light, a 
hammer, and a hand to some brothers.  How do we know that Freemasonry is 
in trouble? Yes, we have declining numbers of members, but does that mean 
Masonry is in trouble -- or do we simply need to learn why we are not bringing 
in new brothers?  
 
Okay, turn the light on. We are here. All together now, take a deep breath, 
because this may shock you. Not everyone has heard of Freemasonry, let alone 
knows how to join! Ah, that cannot be...everyone knows of us and how to join. 
Right?  Okay, that explains why, the last time we talked, you asked me about 
renting an ocean view villa in Orlando, Florida. My brothers, we are not talking 
about everyone out there. We are like the Marines--we only want the best. A 
relative I have known for over 50 years never let it be known to me that he was 
a Mason. He was truly astonished that I joined on my own. I asked him why he 
never asked me. His response was: Ask 1 To Be 1. He said great--so for all those 
years I thought you had to be asked to join! Was he confused? You could say so. 
Even within our bodies confusion reigns supreme. Do you ask to join the Red 
Cross of Constantine, Allied Masonic Degrees, and York Rite College? Nope, 
they ask you! Are you seeing confusion yet? Well, let’s just trace my own steps. 
I asked to be a Mason, I asked to be a York Rite member, and--oh wait, I cannot 
ask to be in other things.  
 
Many hard-line Christians have a problem calling any man Worshipful Master. 
Why I ask? Their answer is the only Worshipful Master is our Lord and Savior. I 
try to explain how our Masonic Worshipful Master is just over his Lodge and the 
functions of that Lodge. In turn, the reply was that in Arkansas they forced out a 
Mason because he worked in a liquor store. At that point I give up and change 
subjects. This one will never be become a Mason. But sadly, he did make it into 
political office.  
 
On the subject of membership, while in Tennessee I have discovered they have 
about 4,000 Knights Templar with a state population over 6.5 million people. 

They are the 5th largest group of Knights Templar in the US! Now how can a 
state with 6.5 million people beat out Arizona? We have a population of 6.6 
million people--with less than 600 Knights Templar. Do you still think we 
should wait until someone knocks on our door? Too many good people think 
because we did not ask them they were not good enough for us. They then get 
defensive toward Masonry in general. These bridges we must overcome, or 
Masonry as we know it will dry up and die. 
 
The answer is: you do not have to ask anyone to join. Just tell them about 
Freemasonry, and then explain they have to ask a Mason in order to join after 
you explain some of what we are and what we do. Then hammer them with 
“Remember, you have to ask me to join” until they ask! 
 
Are you lost yet? Here we go for one last swing at this…let’s move to the 
Knights Templar. First is it Knights Templar or Knight Templars? Try looking at 
it this way. If six Knights joined the Templar group, it is not a Knight joining six 
Templars. Okay with that out of the way, are all Knights Templar Christian? 
Again this is tricky. Undoubtedly members of the Knights Templar will 
encounter many of the variations on Christianity, but is one branch more true 
than the other? Let take the Jewish branch. To say a Jew cannot belong to a 
Christian organization is really strange--was not Jesus born a Jew? How many 
times have people switched religions within their lifetime? I am a Christian 
first, no matter what church I belong to. I really do not think any non-Christian 
would want to join the Knights Templar. Trickery and deceit never work out, 
and we should uncover anyone seeking membership in our bodies who is not 
truly entitled to it. At the same time, I would ask that among in our Orders, 
rise to defend any Sir Knight who is in trouble. Would you not? Now lastly 
have you “talked” with a Sir Knight lately? Not a text, not an email, but an 
honest-to-God conversation? Whether in Lodge or out socially, give it a try. 
Apathy is a big problem in today’s society. With so many electronic means of 
communication, we fail to talk and work together like in the past.  
 
Maybe the issue we face is like so many others, failing to look at change for 
the good, not the bad.  
 
Fraternally Always, 
 
Hamilton “Zach” Zachary,  
Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery of Arizona  
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