
  

 

California Supplement 
Grand Commander’s Message for April 2018 

“Work for the Cause, not the Applause” 
 

I hope that you all had a wonderful Easter and had an opportunity to 
attend the West Coast Easter Observance or a local observance in 
your Commandery or Department.  
 
Your Grand Officers are working hard to insure that every detail is 
handled for our Grand Sessions in May and I hope that you are all 
planning on attending and have already registered.  Grand Sessions 
will be held May 19th – 23rd in Visalia and we are excited about this 
new location for our Sessions.  If you haven’t had a chance to register 
yet, all of the information, including the registration forms can be 
found at http://www.ca-gyrs.org/.  Registration for the hotel is due 
by April 10th and no registration forms for Sessions will be accepted 
after May 10th.  
 
Of course, all dais officers are required to attend Grand Sessions and 
represent their local Commandery, but I also encourage all Sir Knights 
to attend.  I would like to extend a special invitation to all of the 
Ladies of our Sir Knights to attend and enjoy the fellowship and 
friendship of our York Rite family.  The ladies are definitely the softer 
side of York Rite and it is not the same without you there. 
 
I want to call your attention to a few specific events during Grand 
Sessions:  Drill Competition & Vesper’s Service on Sunday, May 20th 
and Grand Commandery Sessions on Tuesday, May 22nd.  If you have 
never attended the Drill Competition or the Vesper’s Service, you 

have really missed out on a couple of amazing events.  The Drill 
Competition features the extremely talented Drill teams that we have 
in California and the Vesper’s service is our opportunity to remember 
the men and women that we have lost from all 3 York Rite Bodies 
during the past year.  I highly recommend both of these events.  
 
My blue lodge recently posted this statement from Worshipful 
Benjamin Franklin and I felt that it was as appropriate for today as it 
was for the time when it was written. 
 

“Masonic labor is purely a labor of love.  He who seeks to 
draw Masonic wages in gold and silver will be disappointed.  
The wages of a Mason are in the dealings with one another; 
sympathy begets sympathy, kindness begets kindness, 
helpfulness begets helpfulness, and these are the wages of 
a Mason.” 

 
How true these words are and I felt that they fit right along with my 
theme for the year.  My time as your Grand Commander has 
definitely been a “labor of love” for me and I feel that I have been 
paid in the same manner. 
 
As this year is quickly coming to a close, I again want to thank you for 
all of the support that you have given me this year. 
 

 
 
 

Grand Commander’s Calendar  
April 2018 
  1 Easter     Salt Lake City, Utah 
  8 Grand Master’s Breakfast   Los Angeles 
May 2018 
19-23 California Grand York Rite Sessions  Visalia 
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Thomas N. Thomas 
R.E. Grand Commander 

860 Kirby Dr. 
La Habra, Ca 90631 
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