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Sir Knights,
As we complete the work on my theme for the year Be the Change You Want to 
See we move on to the last of Brother Benjamin Franklin’s 13 virtues, Humility.

Humility. Imitate Jesus and Socrates.

This is the shortest advice Brother Franklin gives in all of his 13 virtues.  And 
what advice is it.  In the Order of the Temple we are told by the Prelate that our 
year of Penance is a trial of our humility.  Of this our blessed Saviour has left us 
the only perfect example.  

Humility is often difficult for me as I am sure for many of you.  I always think of 
the line in the Scottish Rite ritual where Brother Franklin is talking about hu-
mility.  He says every time he feels like he is being humble he is tempted to be 
proud of it.  

As I approach the end of my term as Grand Commander I am truly humbled 
for having had the experience.  The work I see in the local Commanderies, the 
enthusiasm of the SKs and the positive energy they emit is amazing.  Often, 
when I was feeling a bit tired, and wondering if it was worth it, a visit to one of 
the Commanderies in the state lifted me up and gave me the push I needed to 
keep going.  

I also have to say that the effort put forth by the Grand Commandery officers 
this year in support of my programs is also humbling.  I can honestly say that the 
Grand Commandery is in good hands for the foreseeable future.  

So I will say that while I am humbled by you, I am also proud of you.  I hope that 
this series of messages and the virtues presented will remain with you and help 
you in your future work in our Asylums.  

God Bless Connecticut Templary!!
Charles A. McCollum

Right Eminent Grand Commander

NEW HAVEN
COMMANDERY #2

On February 16,2018, 
New Haven Command-
ery held its installation 
of Officers for the 2018-
2019 year.  The first 
duty the newly installed 
officers performed was 
a memorial service for a 
fallen Sir Knight Thomas 
Spears.
The Commandery invit-
ed Mrs. Rose (Thomas) 
Spears, Brother Thomas 

wife, as a special guest to the semi public event  Mrs. Spears was accompanied by Sir 
Knight Spear’s Nephew Albert Johnson and his wife Cindy.   A wooden cross, Eminent 
Commander explained is a symbol of the Knights Templar vow to poverty was blessed 
by the Excellent Prelate, Father Bruce Bellmore, and presented by  Eminent Commander 
John Radziunas  on behalf of the Commandery to Mrs. Rose Spears.  A yellow rose, a 
symbol of family and friendship was presented to Mrs. Spears by Lady Theresa as a 
reminder Mrs. Spears is, and always will be, a member of the New Haven Commandery 
#2 family.

Following the ceremonies of the evening all proceeded to the dinning hall where all 
enjoyed refreshments and good fellowship.

Respectfully,
John “JR” Radziunas.

New Haven Commandery #2

The 2018-2019 Of-
ficers of Trinity Com-
mandery No. 3

SK Micheal D. Sabia, Jr., 
Emenent Commander


