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Marks the publication of Sefer ha-Bahir (Book of Brilliance) in Provence.  This classic 
work on Kabbalistic philosophy first mentions the idea of a “tree of life” and sets the 
stage for the growth of Jewish mysticism in Septimania which is the area of Southern 
France in modern day Europe.  Kabbalists claim a “secret knowledge” of God through 
sacred ttexts containing special arranements and anagrams of Hebrew letters, claiming 
these have special power when spoken or written.

2018 Georgia Grand York Rite Sessions
May 6 - May 8, 2018

Location-Grand Chapter Building
811 Mulberry Street, Macon, GA 31201

•	 Joint Memorial/Divine Service will be held @4:00pm, on Sunday, May 6th

•	 Grand York Rite Banquet will be @ 6:30pm on Sunday, May 6th

•	 Grand Chapter RAM will open @ 7:30am on Monday, May 7th

•	 Grand Council RSM will open after lunch on Monday, May 7th

•	 Grand Commandery will open @ 8:00am on Tuesday, May 8th

•	 Installations of Grand Line Officers will be held during the body’s respec-
tive session

•	 The Grand York Rite Session will conclude on Tuesday morning and will 
not continue through to Wednesday as has been done in the past

•	 The York Rite Presiding Officer degrees such as the Order of the High 
Priesthood for Past High Priests, the Order of the Silver Trowel for Past 
Illustrious Masters and the Knight Crusader of the Cross for Past Eminent 
Commanders will be conferred on April 7, 2018 @ 4:00pm at the Grand 
Chapter building.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:   Wade Smith, Grand Recorder/
Secretary for the York Rite;  email: wadesmith@yorkriteofga.org ; or the 

Grand York Rite office @ 478-742-2557

An Example for all Knight Templars
By Sir Knight Jan M. Giddens

Prelate, Constantine Commandery No. 26

To be a Knight Templar is different and unique from the rest of Freemasonry. 
While Masonry requires its members to believe in a Supreme Being, which 
is peculiar to each person. To be a Knight Templar you swear to defend the 
Christian religion and by virtue of that obligation we take upon the name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Order of the Temple reminds of the 
weight and burden of the cross. Not only are we charged to live the Christian 
faith but to be an example to others of that which we profess. A charge not 
to be lightly taken or easy to live.  The example of our Savior is uplifting and 
give us courage to wield our swords with faith and strength in the face of 
our enemies. History has given us many great men of faith for us to emulate.
We have just lost a giant man of God recently, one who wore the mantle of 

defender of the faith with great pride. A man who took the simple message of 
the Gospel to every corner of the world, to countries great and small. Without 
fear, he spoke boldly of the love of God to the powerful and common man 
for more than sixty years. Presidents, Popes, dictators, and peasants called 
him friend and Pastor. The Reverend Billy Graham passed away at the age of 
99. His passing leaves a void in the world and a chance for others to step up.   
It is our duty to boldly stand before the world and defend the Lord and 

Savior we serve. We don’t have to wax eloquently as Billy Graham did, 
few can, our own witness and testimony can be a powerful as any sermon. 
We will have to account one day for what we did with the gift of love and 
grace that that was earned at the cross.  In the Gospel of Luke the Savior 
says “For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required:” 
(Luke 12:48) the gifts of forgiveness, love and grace and eternal life are 
freely given but we should strive to make ourselves worthy of those gifts. 
Our Lord and Savior died for all and for each one of us. My name and your 

name was on his lips as he died so we do not have to be the burden of our sins any 
longer. Our efforts to serve a living God are small considering what he did for us.


