
shelter, and friendship. I know from personal experience that I am ‘preaching to the choir’, and I am proud to 
be one of  you. Keep up the Good Work!         
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LOUISVILLE-DEMOLAY # 12 HISTORY 
In conjunction with the celebration of our 150 years I wrote a history of the first two 
Commanderies in Louisville.  If you’d like a copy, Email me.  J B Hitt  jbhitt@att.net 

GEORGE WASHINGTON BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL 
On Saturday, February 24, 14 Master Mason Brothers and about forty Sir Knights began to 
assemble for coffee and donuts.  Promptly at 8 A.M., J. William Riggs, PGHP began the conferral 
of the Most Excellent Master Degree with a cast of mostly present officers of King Solomon.  
Immediately following, PHP Ralph Lawson conferred the Past Master’s Degree.  Next, PHP 
Bobby Cecil conferred the Most Excellent Master Degree.  PHP James Reichert then conferred 
the Royal Arch Degree with Companion Riggs as Principal Sojourner and PHP John Johnson as 
Captain of the Host. 
Following lunch provided by S.K.’s Bill Ryan and Jon Dawson, PIM Ralph Lawson conferred the 
Royal Master Degree and PIM John Johnson conferred the Select Master. 
S. K. John Johnson conferred the Illustrious Order of Red Cross and S. K. Randolph Starks 
conferred the Order of Malta, both in short form. The Order of the Temple was then conferred 
by PGC G. Michael Miller, Sr., with the regular officers in their stations. 
Knighted were Albert Bailey, and Tommy Purvis,  for the Louisville bodies. Jeffrey Woods 
received the Chapter and Council degrees and will join Commandery later.  Mac Herman and  
James Jupin for Carrollton, James Johnson, Roy Stergeon and William Van Zant for Lexington, 
Derrick Young, Michael Pierce, Marvin Upchurch, Alan Piercy and Paul Deny for Somerset and 
Jordan Colgin for Morehead were also knighted.  
All of the work was done in an excellent manner and compliments were numerous following 
the conclusion, and more have come in since. 
In addition to the regular members and visitors, The Grand Council was represented by Charles 
Durham, DGM and Mike McQueary, Captain of the Guard, and the Commandery by Deputy 
Grand Commander J William Riggs and Captain General William J. Jackson. 
It was a long and very rewarding day. 
While many of us seem to deplore one-day conferrals, the results prove the worth of this 
activity.  You must start with excellent ritualists and any use of the ritual in view of the new 
members is detrimental. You must be sure that all questions are answered and most 
importantly, you must give your new member information about his role in the organization 
when he attends the first meeting. 

ANNUAL SUMMER ASSEMBLY IN NORTH CAROLINA 
This year’s event will begin on Saturday, July 7 and conclude on Tuesday, July 10.  The schedule 
has not yet been posted but the usual format includes a York Rite College Assembly in 
Waynesville Lodge.  There is usually a group excursion for the ladies (and gentlemen if desired) 
to Hart Theater in Waynesville for a live performance.  The particular play will be available on 
their website closer to the date.   
On Sunday there are multiple churches in the area if you like to visit, and at 3 P.M. a free picnic 
will be provided at a site in Maggie Valley.   
The annual assembly begins at 9 A.M. on Monday morning and the program will include 
speakers from around the country, as well as the Grand Master of North Carolina.  This year’s 
theme has not yet been announced, but it will be some facet of Masonic education. 
At noon, lunch is on your own and there is a huge variety of restaurants in Maggie Valley.  At 2 
P.M. the group will caravan to the Masonic Marker at Black Bear Gap in the National Forest, 
and another speaker will lead that program. 
On Tuesday morning at 9 A.M. there will be one or two more speakers, than time is reserved 
for the General Grand High Priest, James Hodge, the Most Puissant Grand Master, David 
Grindle, and the Most Eminent Grand Master Dwayne Vaught.  Adjournment is usually about 11 
A. M. 
This is almost always one of the best educational opportunities of all that I attend. 
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opportunity given us by Most Worshipful Grand Master and Sir Knight Tim Sanders to present 
the York Rite at the District Meetings this year. It has given York Rite Masonry an opportunity 
to introduce themselves across the Commonwealth to many brothers who have very little idea 
who we are. My thanks to those who have given of their time to be present at the meetings 
and to represent us.  
We are also well into the inspection cycle and I want to again commend the Division 
Commanders for the work they do. Please give these men your support and encouragement. 
The work that they do is critical to achieving the goal that the Grand Encampment has set that 
Templary be the most prestigious of the appendant bodies. To support that goal, and in 
keeping with our theme of doing ‘Good Work’, I want to encourage our Commanderies to 
become better at tactics. These are the things that make us who we are as an organization; we 
dress, we march, we use swords. Let us do our best, in memory of those who established our 
Commanderies, and that we might, by doing so, glorify the One whose banner we march 
beneath. 
March also brought the annual Easter Pilgrimage to Washington, D.C. this year. This trip leaves 
early Friday morning from Louisville, makes a couple of stops as it crosses the state, and 
ultimately arrives in Washington late in the afternoon. It is always a good time. The Easter 
Sunrise Service is an impressive and moving spiritual event and one I would encourage every 
Sir Knight to attend at some point. Let me encourage those who do not already hold a sunrise 
and/or ascension service for your Commandery or attend an event at a local church as a group 
to begin making plans to do so now for next year. Corporate worship is a great way to 
strengthen the bonds of our fraternity. 
I know that the warming days brings many demands on our time; please make your 
Commandery conclaves a priority. It is important that you be there. February saw 40 new 
knights dubbed across the Commonwealth at the 5 events that I am aware of; let’s welcome 
them and let them see that we do take our Templary seriously. Let’s show up dressed for work, 
let’s polish our swords, clean our uniforms, shake out our plumes. Let’s take pride in being 
Knights of the Cross, men who have pledged our swords to defend the innocent, the helpless, 
the destitute, and the Faith.  
I leave you this month with this challenge; the words of our anthem played as we marched into 
the Easter Sunrise Service: “Onward, Christian soldiers!, Marching as to war, with the Cross of 
Jesus going on before…” 
Courteously,  Randall Partin  Grand Commander 
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EDITOR-J. B. HITT   8110 SPRING ORCHARD  CT. 
LOUISVILLE 40218   jbhitt@att.net 

Sir Knights, 
The month of March has been a busy month for Kentucky Templary.  
March 10 brought the opportunity to travel to Fort Wayne for the East 
Central Department Conference. This is always an interesting event and 
brings opportunity to see what our surrounding Grand Commanderies are 
doing, and is always a good time for fellowship and learning.  March also 
began the Symbolic Lodge District Meetings, and we greatly appreciate the 
opportunity given us by Most Worshipful Grand Master and Sir Knight Tim 
Sanders to present the York Rite at the District Meetings this year. It has 
given York Rite Masonry an opportunity to introduce themselves across the 
Commonwealth to many brothers who have very little idea who we are. 
My thanks to those who have given of their time to be present at the 
meetings and to represent us.  
continue His faithful soldiers, Sir Knights, until death. Your faithful 
attendance and enthusiastic involvement are much needed within our 
organization. We trust that you have been drawn to our organization by 
the ‘Good Work’ we are doing, that you found ‘Good Work’ being 
performed as you went through our ceremonies, and that at the end of the 
day, you found the true Light of Masonry. May our Good Works ever be 
done to glorify the One who is the Great Captain of our Salvation. 
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