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 I offer my penultimate supplement for you this month, 

thinking ahead to what’s coming for the York Rite this year. First, 

there has been a change in planning regarding your Grand Chapter 
and Grand Council lines this coming year. ME Andy Lord has 

opted not to run for another term as Grand High Priest, nor will he 

assume the office of Grand Master in Grand Council. As the next 
“in line,” I will be standing for election as the head of Chapter and 

Council. That it comes this year, instead of next, doesn’t mean 

much in the grand scheme of time, especially as there is still much 
work to be done in the York Rite. It isn’t necessary to speak too 

much about that now. 

 It’s funny, when last month’s issue was printed I noted an 
error; where I was mentioning General Grand Chapter, I’d intended 

next to list General Grand Council, but retyped Chapter. It was a 

typo…but it’s an error. I’ve had them occasionally on these pages 
over the past five years, but I have tried to catch my own mistakes, 

sometimes I have been successful, sometimes I have not. We all 

make mistakes…and what’s more, we always continue to make 
them. It’s true, there have been a couple of times over the past two 

years where I have made a “mistake” or misstep…in some cases, I 

was roundly admonished…in others, I was given the benefit of the 
doubt and offered wisdom. Which do you think sat better?  

 The same is true of our interactions with all Sir Knights and 

Brother Masons…remember we are told at the end of every lodge 
meeting to remind our brethren, in the most TENDER manner of 

their failings, and AID in their reformation. I don’t know about 

you, but to me, aiding in reformation means offering the wisdom on 
top of stating the mistake. Additionally, not assigning motives to 

these types of mistakes makes it easier for everyone as well. An 

incident happened last year and I assumed the worst; that there was 
ill-intention behind a decision. It festered and when I finally   

brought the issue up, I was informed there was no ill-intention at 

all, but rather an assumption about my availability. In one instant, 

the matter was resolved, and the animosity I felt was immediately 
washed away, with a rather large annoyance at myself for not 

bringing it up sooner and ending the perceived slight.  

 You know, in times like that we can all take a look to the 

Divine for inspiration or reconciliation. The Book of John contains 

much in the way of seeking that wisdom, and perhaps fewer verses 

make me take a step back and take a deep breath than this: “Let not 
your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”   

 That’s very important as we hit that extremely important 
time of year in Christianity, Easter. The time of year when we 

celebrate the resurrection of Jesus; what arguably unites Christians 

around the world as a foundation of our mutual faith. Christ’s 
resurrection was proof that God would judge the world in 

righteousness, meaning that those who trust in Him, “death will be 

swallowed up in victory.” (Meaning we get a chance at eternal life, 
walking beside Him in that place He told us He had prepared for 

us.)  

 So at this time, with just over a month to go as your Grand 
Commander, I want to take the opportunity to wish you, and all 

those whom you love, whether here on Earth or who reside with 

our Father in Heaven, a very happy, and a very blessed Easter. May 
the hope of life eternal, the joy of the resurrection of Christ, the 

love of your brethren and Sir Knights be with you on Easter, 

through the whole month, and in all your days to come. God Bless 
you my friend.  

 

   
IHS, 

SK Paul C. Smith, GC – Editor   

 
 

PS- Go to church on Easter! 
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