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willing to give them a chance. That way they can regain their 
dignity as humans while learning a skill and supporting themselves. 
Whenever possible give a hand up, rather than a handout. 
 
Sir Knights, we have Grand Sessions coming up soon. If you are on 
the Dais, you are expected to be there and vote. There will be no 
proxies for the sessions. If you are a Past Commander this is your 
personal invitation to be there. Your knowledge and wisdom are 
needed as we move forward. 
 Thank you again for everything, 
 Donnie G. Higginbotham 
 Grand Commander 2017-18 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND RECORDER 
 

"Sir Knights, we have a challenge from an anonymous Sir Knight 
who is willing to match up to $5000.00 for the benefit of increasing 
our Holy Land Pilgrimage Endowment Fund. As most of you are 
aware, we have been fortunate to send a minister to the Holy Land 
for the past few years.  This is one of the greatest philanthropies in 
our Masonic Organizations.  This experience has changed the lives 
of every Minister that has been able to take this trip.  It is reflected 
in their summons communicated to their communities from that 
point on.  It is your Grand Commandery's desire to continue this 
program in the future and we need your help to make that happen! 
Please send your contributions to the Grand Recorder, PO Box 
1223, Drumright, OK 74030-1223 and the first $5000.00 will be 
matched.  The results will be forthcoming in future Knight Templar 
publications. There is a nice medal available for anyone who 
donates $1000.00 or more.  Donations are tax deductible.  Make 
checks out to Holy Land Pilgrimage Fund. 
God Bless." 
Gary Davis 
The Oklahoma York Rite Grand Session will convene
April 27 & 28, 2018.   
All information pertaining to the Session will be 
available at https://okyorkrite.org 

 
GRAND COMMANDERS MESSAGE 

 
While I write this I am sitting in a parking lot in Provo Utah. My 
crew is repairing the audio at a sonic. 

 
I have time to reflect on the year. First and foremost Sir Knights 
thank you for the honor of leading such a fine group of gentlemen. 
V∴E∴ Matt McGee I have the highest confidence in you, enjoy the 
year.  If you need me I am but a phone call away. To my Grand 
Officers, I look forward to your years as Grand Commander. To the 
Inspectors your dedication and knowledge is a blessing. E∴SK John 
King, thank you for staying on me to get these articles done and to 
you by the deadlines. You have performed your duties as editor 
flawlessly. 

   
 Most of all my son, Donnie G. Higginbotham II, you have matured 
so much this year, you stepped in and ran the company when I was 
fulfilling my role as Grand Commander. I am so proud of you. To 
my son ESK Shane Nault, thank you for the leadership you showed 
in your Commandery. I am proud of you, and that we served 
together. 
  
Jesus said, "That you have done to the least of my brothers, the 
same you have done to me".  We as Templars, and men can never 
be reminded about this enough.  I am constantly challenged about 
some of my decisions on people I have hired. I have made some 
mistakes hiring, but if a person needs work and is willing, I am  
 


