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Greetings Sir Knights 
 
As this is my last message, I want to thank each of you for the 
incredible privilege it has been to serve as Grand Commander.  To 
be elected to this office is the fulfillment of a long-held dream.  To 
be well supported, as you have done for me, is a blessing indeed.  I 
could not have asked for a more trouble-free year.   
 
With all this in mind, let’s look at what has been accomplished and 
what is yet to be done.  I was able to visit all ten of the constituent 
Commanderies.  Although several were not able to muster a 
quorum, those who were present greeted me with enthusiasm 
and provided me with many ideas that have and will continue to 
improve what we do as Templars.  I found many dedicated men 
who want to succeed but need a framework in place to do so.  Yes, 
we are few in number when compared to where we were thirty 
years ago but that simply means that we must learn to work 
smarter.  With many of our Sir Knights in their seventies and 
eighties the challenges of consistent attendance are obvious.  
However, there is much that can be done to help our older 
members feel useful without leaving their homes.   
 
In the last month, I took steps to reduce the number of 
committees we have had for the past few years.  Some were 
established to serve a purpose that no longer exists.  Some were 
established in the hope that they could create new methods of 
increasing membership. In each case, none of these had a mission 
statement or directions on how to operate.  It may be that some 
will be re-instituted at a later date when they are better 
 

described but for now they don’t need to just be a name and 
nothing else.  Your recorder has received written communication 
identifying the committees that have been eliminated.  I offer my 
thanks to all those committee members who were willing to serve.  
You are the backbone of our fraternity. 
 
One of the main duties of the Grand Commander is to serve as a 
cheerleader for our membership.  A positive attitude goes a long 
way toward creating enthusiasm.  Everyone needs to be 
recognized for what they do.  Hopefully I have been able to let 
each of you know that I care about what you do and appreciate 
your hard work. 
 
While I’m sure that there are many items that I have not 
addressed, the main goal of this year has yet to be resolved.  We 
still struggle with an effective communication system.  This is a 
bone in my craw and no matter where I may serve, I intend to 
continue to the search for a better way to stay connected as a 
group.   
 
I hope to see you at Grand Session beginning on April 5th with 
Grand Commandery commencing on April 7th.  There is much to 
do, and you will not be disappointed.  Again, thank you for 
permitting me the opportunity serve as Grand Commander. 
 
Courteously, 
 
Pete Stidd 
Grand Commander 
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