
 

      Sir Knights All: 

     I hope everyone had an enjoyable winter season, now it is time 

for us to roll up our sleeves and prepare for a new Templar Year.  

We will have new Templar Officers in our Commanderies and we 

need to step up and show our support to those who have made the 

commitment to serve as Officers this year.  If you can make a 

commitment to attend some of your local Commandery’s Conclave, 

that would be a start to improving attendance. 

     As we begin to prepare for the 165th Annual Conclave of 

Pennsylvania I would like to take this opportunity to explain the 

plan for the Holy Land Pilgrimage Fund.  As I have stated to the 

many Commanderies that I have visited during this year, we were 

working on forming an Endowment Fund to finance the Holy Land 

Pilgrimage.  During the Grand Officers Conference at 

Elizabethtown we met with the Grand Officers and the Past Grand 

Commanders that attended the Conference.   I had asked the 

Jurisprudence Committee to develop an addition to our 

Constitution to allow for the inclusion of the Holy Land Pilgrimage 

Endowment Fund.  The proposed change to the constitution was 

presented and agreed to by those present at the Conference.  It will 

be presented at the 165th Annual Conclave and voted upon.  Should 

you desire to read the proposal in its entirety, it will be published in 

the Call for the 165th Annual Conclave which may be found on the 

Grand Commandery website. A special thank you to SK John 

Murry Lewis, REPDC for all his work on this project. 
During my visits to Commanderies this year, I have noticed 

the lack of The Illustrious Knight of the Triangle jewels. I am sure 

every Commandery has many well deserving Sir Knights 

worthy of this award.  I ask you to look around your Commandery 

and nominate a Sir Knight for this award.  We need to show our 

appreciation to these deserving Sir Knights for all they do and have 

done for Templary.  Ask your Recorder for an application form, 

nominate a Sir Knight and present it at your next Conclave.  It is 

extra special if you can present it without him knowing in advance. 

If you have not made plans to attend the 165th Annual 

Conclave of the Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania you still have 

time to do so.  If you have not attended an Annual Conclave, this 

would be a great opportunity to attend one.  There is a Historic 

Trolley ride around Hershey on Friday for the Ladies.  The 

chairman has developed a schedule to allow for social time and 

some relaxation built in. 

 Yours in Templary, 

SK Ray K. Sheaffer, G.C. 

 

Prelate’s Message  
Christ is risen!  Christ is risen! That’s the good news for all 

Christians this month as we celebrate Easter. Our celebration of 

Easter is the center of our church year – the center around which all 

else revolves. We have just passed through what is known as Holy 

Week and what is known as the Easter Triduum. It starts with Palm 

Sunday, Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, then Maundy 

Thursday and the Last Supper, then Good Friday commemorating 

the death of Jesus. On Sunday, Jesus’ resurrection. Hallelujah!  

Easter, then, is the time Christians proclaim that God triumphs over 

death itself.  

In our secular world we celebrate Easter in many ways. We have 

baby chicks, bunnies, new clothes, and big meals. As we have 

looked out for the past several months the trees have lost their 

leaves and look dead, the grass has turned brown. But as the 

weather warms up we see new buds and green grass. It is the 

regular renewal of spring. These things remind us of rebirth. 

As we celebrate Easter let us go forth with the message that Christ 

is risen, there is victory over death. 

 

S.K. Lewis Burgett, Grand Prelate. 
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