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Dear Sir Knights and Brethren,  
 
I greet you in the Name of our Lord and Savior! As Easter 
Sunday was April 1st, I sing with you the Great Alleluia! He is 
Risen!  Let all rejoice! For God so loved the world that He gave 
His one and only Son, that everyone who believes in Him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through Him. (John 3:16-17) God loves you, and not just enough 
to die for you, but to LIVE for you forever.  
 
Thank you for the honor and privilege of allowing me to serve 
you as your Grand Commander for 2018-2019. As we are taught 
from scripture and our earliest degrees, to lead is to be the chief 
servant of all. That is my hope: that I serve you well this year. 
There are several foci that I want to bring to your attention in our 
plan to serve you.  
 
First, I hope that this year we can continue the good work of 
unity among the Bodies, and the Bodies can serve the Blue Lodge 
even better. We are continuing the coordinated planning 
meetings of all of the elected officers of the three York Rote 
Bodies, as Ecclesiastes 4:12 tells us, a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken.  
 
Second, to aid in accomplishing real service to you, we are 
reviving educational meetings along a new format at the District 
level and opening a new web-based leadership development 

program. Unlike most leadership development programs that we 
have done in the past, this is not an emerging leaders program to 
help existing leaders to be better, but a radically new program for 
all Sir Knights to become leaders and have an immediate impact 
on their Commanderies, Lodges, communities, churches, and 
lives.  
 
Fourth, we are committing to deeper and ever-more meaningful 
Official Visits, not to receive accolades, but to give aid and listen 
to you. We are asking that Commanders collect questions and 
concerns from Sir Knights so that we can have answers and 
solutions when we visit.  
 
Finally, I would like to take a moment and describe this year’s 
pin. Exodus 3:14 (KJV) states: “And God said unto Moses, I Am 
That I Am: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.” The Hebrew word for “I 
AM” is written on the pin (pronounced ’eh-yeh). The pin is an 
antiqued gold, as we ourselves are not all shiny and new, and our 
beloved Craft is quite old. More importantly, the Word of the 
Lord endures forever. We would like you to wear this pin not just 
to Lodge and York Rite meetings, but to church and work. If 
someone asks what it means, please tell them it refers to your 
faith in God and means “I AM.” Tell them “I am a proud 
Mason.” “I am a proud Christian.” I am a proud Knight 
Templar.” “I am proud to try to make the world a better place, 
starting with myself.”  
 
Blessings to each and every 
one of you. If I can help you, 
please contact me at 
robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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