
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER 
A Love Like No Other 

I must confess, sometimes it is difficult for me to understand the love 
that Jesus has for us. I sometimes do not understand a love like no other that he 
would lay down his life for me and for all others so that we might abide with 
him for ever and ever.  

Easter is that time of year when we remember the events of Holy 
Week. It was on Sunday that Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey. As he 
rode in, the people shouted Hosanna and laid palm branches to cover the road 
proclaiming Jesus as the “king who comes in the name of the Lord.” How is that 
this same group of people 5 days later turned on him and cried, “Crucify Him, 
Crucify Him?” Here this same group of people who once hailed Jesus as their 
hero now abandoned and rejected Him.  

On Thursday Jesus ate his last meal with his disciples and gave them 
discourses for his final teachings to them. He went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to pray and prepare for what would be a long night, full of false 
accusations and a disciple who earlier in the evening professed he would never 
deny him and if it came to it, he would die for Him… yet in a few brief hours that 
same friend denied Jesus three times.  

“Even if I have to die for you,” the disciple said… but Jesus said I will die 
for you!  

A couple of months ago, there was a round table discussion regarding 
the issues that seem to plague us as Templars. Declining membership, the high 
cost of being a Templar, how can we attract the 80% of the membership who 
wish to be dues-paying members but never attend a meeting or engage in any 
of the activities of their Commandery were a few that were mentioned.  

How many of us approach Templary as Peter approached his love for 
Jesus? This Easter, I want each of us to ask ourselves, am I like Peter and “I will if 
I have to” or am I like, or I will strive to be like, Jesus and make a difference and 
do my best to make Templary better than I found it? 

Did Jesus make a difference when he died on the cross, conquer death 
and rose on Easter Morning? You bet he did and we can make a difference, 
because we are Knights Templars! 
 

 

 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 1 
Sir Knights, I wish to thank you for the honor of serving the Grand 

Commandery as your Grand Commander. I would also like to thank the elected 
and appointed officers and committee appointments for accepting the positions 
to which they have been appointed. The elected and appointed officers are 
here to assist you and will help in any way that we can to ensure that your 
Commandery has a successful year. I would also like to thank REPGC Wayne E. 
Gunter and his entire line for the fellowship enjoyed this past year.  

My theme this year is taken from Ephesians 6:14-17, “Stand therefore, 
having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” (NKJV)  

There was a book written by Andy Andrews called The Butterfly Effect, 
and on page 105 Mr. Andrews writes, “You’ve been created in order that you 
might make a difference. You have in you the power to change the world.” I am 
not asking that you change the world, only your little part of it… I am asking that 
you change YOU! “Everything that you do matters.” 

As a Knight Templar, do we make a difference? I truly believe that to 
make a difference, it has to come within the person to believe in themselves 
and that they can make a difference. I would ask that as you prepare for your 
inspections that you endeavor to put your best foot forward to demonstrate to 
your candidate that what we do is important and that we truly believe in the 
Templar way of life. 
 
In His Service 
Burks Taylor 

 
Grand Commander 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Friday-Saturday, May 4th-5th – Knoxville Area Association Spring Festival, Locust 

St. Masonic Temple, Knoxville 
Friday-Saturday, June 8th-9th – Southeastern York Rite Conference, Jackson, MS 
Sunday-Tuesday, July 8th-10th – York Rite Summer Assembly, Maggie Valley, NC 
Thursday, August 9th – 2018 Commandery Inspections begin (full list will be 

published in a later supplement) 
Sunday-Tuesday, August 19th-22nd – 67th Triennial Conclave of the Grand 

Encampment, Indianapolis, IN 
For more information on these and other events, visit the following: 
Tennessee Grand York Rite: tngrandyorkrite.org 
Grand Encampment: knightstemplar.org 
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