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FROM THE EDITOR
I would like to encourage all Sir Knights to submit articles, 

letters, pictures, or comments for inclusion into this 
supplement.  Articles need to be submitted to me by the 1st of 

the month for the next issue.  (May 25th for the Jun. issue.)
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We can see that half of the goat 
represents Capricorn, as well as 
the fish in the center of the band 
of stars.  The mostly darkened circle 
represents the solstice, due to the 
time of the year when the sun is 
seen at a lower altitude.  The band of 
stars represents the constellations 
of the zodiac, with Capricorn in the 
center.  And since this is a Roman 
festival, the winged feet symbolize 
“Apollo” the Roman God of the Sun.

Esoterically, it symbolizes that 
Apollo has sacrificed the Goat 
and is returning the sun to power.  
Explained as:  The sun has passed 
Capricorn, and the days are starting 
to become longer (have more sun).

This was a weeklong festival 
commencing on December 21st 
and ending on December 27th with 
the main feast day taking place on 

December 25th. It was a feast honoring the renewal of the Sun at the Winter 
Solstice.  It included feasting, dancing, lighting bonfires, decorating homes 
with greens, and the giving of gifts… kind of sounds like Christmas, doesn’t 
it?

Therefore, the celebration of the Summer Solstice became the Festival of 
Saint John the Baptist and the celebration of the Winter Solstice became the 
Festival of Saint John the Evangelist.

However, it took centuries for the tradition of St. Johns’ Days and Christmas to 
catch on. For example, it was adopted in Ireland in the 5th century AD; the 7th 
century in Eastern Mediterranean countries; Austria, England and Switzerland 
adopted them in the 8th century; and the Slavic countries in the 9th and 10th 
centuries.

St. John the Evangelist teaches us to subdue our passions, one of the first 
lessons every new Freemason learns in Lodge.

When we examine the writings of St. John the Evangelist, we see a major 
transformation of a young man.  He goes from being a hot-tempered young 
radical to one who exhibits peace in his old age. He goes from being intolerant 
of others to working with others by sharing his theology of a “better way of 
life”.

Symbolically, we do the same thing.

“Whosoever hateth this brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him.” - 1 John 3:15


