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 It has been my observation that women are often the keepers of the faith.  
As a young man going to church I noticed the fathers of the families were often 
missing and in other cases it was the mothers that drug them there.  Over time, I 
would notice that many of those men began to take active roles in the church. 
 In many ways it is the same with what we do as Masons and Templars.  
We are the warriors of the Faith.  We make good men better.  We mentor. We 
raise money for charity.  We send ministers to the Holy Land.   We fight for the 
Faith while our ladies keep it.   
 At Grand York Rite this year I observed the ladies of our top officers 
sitting in the registration room from the beginning of the day until the end of the 
day selling tickets for baskets while the meetings were going on.  My own wife 
Kimberly works with me all year to make sure the Knights Templar Charity Ball 
is a success.  I couldn’t do it without her.  We couldn’t do what we do without our 
ladies. 
 This Easter season as we remember and honor our Lord we should also 
remember and honor the women that first believed in him as well as our ladies 
who have believed in and supported Him and us ever since.  
 

In His Service,  
Wes Lane 
Eminent Grand Prelate 
 

SUPER EXCELLENT MASTER DEGREE CONFERRAL 
 

Eureka Council No. 5, R&SM, Huntsville, conferred the degree of Super 
Excellent Master on a class of 13 Companions from across the state of Alabama 
on Saturday, February 9, at Helion Lodge No. 1. 

We were honored by the presence of Most Illustrious Grand Master Ron 
Andress and two other Grand Council of Alabama officers: Thomas Bassett, 
Grand Steward and Joel Bryant, Grand Sentinel. Also present were Past M.I. 
Grand Masters Emory J. “Smokey” Ferguson and George L. Marshall, Jr. The 
degree was performed in full form. Eureka Council is the only Council in 
Alabama that confers this degree and only once a year. The picture below shows 
the class and cast. 
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HOLY SEPULCHRE CONCLAVE, RCC INSTALLS OFFICERS 
 

Holy Sepulchre Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant Orders, 
stationed at Huntsville, installed officers for 2019 on Saturday, January 26, 
following a dinner at O’Bryan’s Steak House in Huntsville. There were 23 
Knights Companion and their ladies present, including Knight Companion C. 
Sterling Hughes, Intendant General for Alabama, and his lady, Shirley. Installed 
as Puissant Sovereign was Knight Companion Michael F. Feld. Others installed 
were: William Burfitt, Jr. as Viceroy; Lawrence Fouse as Sr. General; Jared 
Cassidy as Jr. General; Paul Lamont as Treasurer; Roger Kim Harrison as 
Recorder; William Burfitt as Prelate; Lee Gibson as Prefect; Mike Addams as 
Standard Bearer; George Marshall, Jr., as Herald, and Phillip Sherman as 
Sentinel. Installing officers were: Past Sovereigns George Marshall, Jr. as 
Sovereign; Emory “Smokey” Ferguson as Marshal; and William Burfitt as 
Chaplain. 

 
 

THE FAITH OF WOMEN 
 Every Easter season, I often think about the discovery of the empty 
tomb of our risen Lord and Savior.  In the gospel accounts it is the women that 
discover the tomb.  It is the women who first believed in the resurrection. It is 
the women that helped convince the men.  Judas betrayed Jesus, Peter denied 
Him, Thomas doubted Him, but the women believed. 
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