
 

The Templars on Campaign and in Battle 
 

At the beginning of the campaign, the Brothers were mustered from their 
various quarters, bringing with them horses, pack animals, and livestock 
organized into a caravan.  This was done under the direction of the Marshal.  
His permission was required for their distribution, but when fed or grazed 
communally, they’re under the direction of the Standard Bearer.  The Standard 
Bearer had an important job as he directed the activities of the Squires, who 
played a critical role as he was in charge of directing the care of the horses.  The 
Standard Bearer carried the banner into battle. 
 
Each brother knight had a tent and in camp, these were set up after the 
Marshal gave the order.  The knights chose places outside the guy ropes of the 
chapel, with enough space for himself and his retainers, putting off his gear 
inside his pitched tent. The order was then given for the Squires to go out 
foraging, organizing horses and saddles, looking for food, water and firewood. It 
was forbidden to set off without permission and at no time should anyone stray 
out of earshot of the camp bell. Rations for the meal were distributed 
communally, but graded according to status, and brother knights ate apart from 
the rest of the caravan. 
 
If the alarm was given for an attack on the camp, those nearby restricted to 
take up the shield and lance and rush out to repel it; while the others were to 
go to chapel to await the Masters order.  An example of the Templar discipline 
and practice took place on the Fifth Crusade:  when the Egyptians attacked the 
Crusaders on July 31, 1219, the swift response of the Templars won the battle 
and saved the day. 
 
At this time I need to digress a bit, our Templar Seal shows two knights riding 
together on a single horse, which most believe as a symbol of the Templar 
poverty.   However, it can also be viewed as a coded reference to their dualistic 
beliefs.  I will address that in a later paper. In Order number 379, the practice of 
two knights on a single horse is forbidden.  Each of these warrior monks had a 
lot of equipment when they traveled and went into battle and the HIERARCHIAL 
STATUTES, generally dated to around 1165, describe what Knight Brothers took 

in preparation of battle.  In Rule 138 each knight brother of the convent 
should have three horses and one squire; and a fourth horse and second 
squire.  If he has them, are at the discretion of the Master, and they should 
have a communal ration of barley for their horses; a hauberk (imagine a chain 
mail “hoodie”), chain mail leggings, a helmet of several types, a sword, a 
shield, a lance, Turkish mace, a surcoat (over garment), arming jacket, chain 
mail shoes, and three knives: a dagger, a bread knife and a pocket knife.  In 
addition, they were allowed two shirts, two pairs of breeches and two pairs of 
hose (socks of some sort).  All this was secured by a small belt.  ALL BROTHERS 
WERE REQUIRED TO SLEEP FULLY DRESSED, except if they were in the hospital.  
Everyone would recognize the white mantels and the knights were granted 
the right to wear the red cross on the white tunic in 1147, odd since they were 
generally forbidden to wear any decoration.   
 
The brothers were not educated clerics, but soldiers who dedicated their lives 
to defending the Holy Places.  The knights also carried the True Cross and 
there were rules and instructions on guarding during the campaigns, until it 
was lost to the Saracens at the Battle of Hattin.  Many sections of the rule 
expound on the methods used to set up camp, how to behave on the move 
and what to do when the marshal gives the order to charge. 
 
The book that I am using for most of the research is The Rule of the Templars 
by J.M. Upton-Ward and the most detailed to be found.  While it is fun to read 
about all the exhausting detail involved in the daily lives of the sir knights, it is 
absolutely fundamental to understand that modern Masonry really has no real 
tie to the Templars.  There are many Templar groups, such as SMOTJ, which 
allows women, as does the Gnostic Templars. The Hereditary Knights Templar 
of Britannia, and others that are not Masonic, and even a Mexican drug cartel 
called Los Caballeros Templarios, and I can’t leave out the CBCS, which is a 
Masonic Templar order in direct conflict with the Grand Encampment; 
membership in CBCS is a violation of Grand Encampment statutes. 
 
In traveling around, I think we need to make the most important goal and that 
is the pursuit of JOY our most important duty,  and how we can serve and live 
a chivalric lifestyle.  In that light don’t forget the Knights Templar Masonic Ball 
on Saturday, April 6, 2019, at the Palmbrook Country Club, 9350 W Greenway 
Road, in Sun City.  There will be a very nice dinner, raffle prizes, a silent 
auction, and a wonderful Grand Prize!  Be sure to get your tickets soon! 
 
Fraternally, 
 
SK Doug Robertson, Grand Commander 
Knights Templar of Arizona 
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