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Sir Knights:

 I thought that I would conclude my articles for this year with a discussion of 
the Chinon Parchment.
The Chinon Parchment is a historical document discovered in September, 2001, by 
Barbara Frale, an Italian paleographer at the Vatican Secret Archives. On the basis 
of the Parchment, she has claimed that, in 1308, Pope Clement V absolved the 
last Grand Master, Jacques de Molay, and the rest of the leadership of the Knights 
Templar from charges brought against them by the Medieval Inquisition. The Parch-
ment is dated August 17–20, 1308,  and was written by Cardinals Bérenger Fredoli, 
Etienne de Suisy and Landolfo Brancacci at Chinon, France. 
 In late June and early July, 1308, a large group of previously arrested 
Knights Templar appeared before Pope Clement V and his commissioners in Poitiers. 
Five high-ranking members of the Order, including its Grand Master, Jacques de 
Molay, were also supposed to be delivered to the Curia, but they were diverted 
to Chinon (less than 60 miles away from Poitiers) because of ill health. After the 
Knights Templar present in Poitier were questioned and confessed their sins (gener-
ally following the lines of their previous testimonies given to French inquisitors) 
they were granted plenary absolution by the Pope on July 2, 1308. Clement V un-
derstood that his inquiry could not be complete without interrogating the leaders of 
the Order who remained at Chinon. The Pope arranged for the three Cardinals who 
drafted the document to visit Chinon as his plenipotentiaries. This allowed Clement 
V to finalize another stage of addressing the issue of the Knights Templar trials.
 The existence of the Chinon Parchment had long been assumed. In the bull, 
Faciens misericordiam, promulgated in August 1308, Clement V explained that the 
commissioned envoys were instructed to create an official record of their investiga-
tions and, according to the bull, upon returning they presented the Pope with “the 
confessions and testimonies of the aforementioned Master and Commanders writ-
ten down as spoken as a legal record by notarial attestation”.  
 The five high-ranking members of the Order were Brother Jacques de 
Molay, Grandmaster of the Order of Knights Templar, Brother Raymbaud de Caron, 
Preceptor [of] the commandaries of Templar Knights in Outremer, Brother Hugo 
de Pérraud, Preceptor of France, Brother Geoffroy de Gonneville, Preceptor of 
Aquitania and Poitou, and Brother  Geoffroy de Charney, Preceptor of Normandy. 
Raymbaud de Caron was interrogated on August 17, 1308, followed by Geoffroy de 

Charney, Geoffroy de Gonneville and Hugo de Perraud.  The Grandmaster was inter-
rogated last, on August 20, 1308. According to the document, all interrogations of 
the accused, spanning August 17 to 20, 1308, were always in the presence of nota-
ries public and gathered witnesses and written down. Among the accusations were 
sodomy, denouncing God, illicit kisses, spitting on the cross, and worshiping an idol. 
 The body of the Chinon Parchment details the appearances of the accused, 
their swearings-in, the charges against them, and the modes of questioning to 
which they were subjected. The text further details that the denunciations, re-
quests by the accused for absolution, and the granting of absolution by the agents 
of the pope, were always in the presence of witnesses. The Chinon Parchment 
itself was prepared by Robert de Condet, cleric of the diocese of Soissons and an 
apostolic notary; other apostolic notaries public present were Umberto Vercellani, 
Nicolo Nicolai de Benvenuto, and Master Amise d’Orléans le Ratif. Witnesses were 
Abbot Raymond of the Benedictine monastery of St. Theofred, Archdeacon Berard 
de Boiano of Troia, Confessor and Canon Raoul de Boset from Paris, and Overseer 
Pierre de Soire of Saint-Gaugery in Cambresis. According to the surviving Parch-
ment, the notaries public made three other copies. All were sealed and signed by 
the participants. 
 The Chinon Parchment is a failed attempt by the Pope to preserve the Tem-
plars from the machinations of King Philip IV of France through establishing that the 
Order was not heretical and was capable of reform under the aegis of the Church. 
However, as it became apparent that Philip had determined upon the extermination 
of the Order (and the confiscation of its considerable wealth and property within 
his kingdom), the Pope was forced to abandon the Templars to their fates by the 
threat of military force from the King. Outside France, the Order was dissolved, and 
the Knights absorbed into other religious institutions such as the Knights Hospital-
ers.
 Another and different Chinon parchment had long been known to histori-
ans, having been made public in 1693 and again in 1751. This other parchment was 
also dated August 20, 1308, also at Chinon and was written by the same cardinals 
(see above). Addressed to Philip IV of France, the parchment stated that absolution 
had been granted to all those Templars who had confessed to heresy, and that the 
writers had “restored them to the Sacraments and to the unity of the Church”.
Sir Knights,
 I wish to thank you for the honor of serving as your Right Eminent Grand 
Commander for the past year.

Yours in Templary,
       SK Paul L. Chello
       Grand Commander


