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TO THE OFFICERS AND SIR KNIGHTS OF THE GRAND 
COMMANDERY OF IOWA 

Knightly Greetings 

Sir Knight Kevin Christians Eminent Grand Captain General and 
Committee Member of the Mid-America Easter Sunrise Observance, and 
myself respectfully asked Sir Knight Forrest Peck, Right Eminent Grand 
Commander, to write this month’s Iowa Supplement to the Knight 
Templar magazine. 

Six years ago the Grand Encampment of the United States of America 
decided to hold an Easter Sunrise Observance in the middle of the 
United States. Before this, there was an Easter Sunrise Observance on 
the east coast and on the west coast of the United States, which in some 
respects made it difficult for those of us here in the middle, hard to 
attend. So, Kansas City, Missouri was chosen as the place to hold the 
Mid America Sunrise Service.  

This year, the Easter Sunrise Observance will again be celebrated in 
Kansas City at Liberty Memorial on April 20

th
, near the host hotel which is 

Westin Crown Center, located at 1 East Pershing Road in Kansas City, 
Missouri. The host committee that puts this Easter Observance together 
is composed of Sir Knights from the Grand Commanderies of Iowa, 
Kansas, Missouri and Nebraska. Considerable time and effort, by the 
committee, has been made to make this Easter Observance memorable 
to all those who attend. 

Kevin and I encourage all Sir Knights, their families and friends from 
Iowa to attend this Easter Observance in Kansas City as it is not that far 
of a drive. Obviously, since it is a sunrise observance it is held as the sun 
is rising. But, just the same you can still drive early in the morning on 
April 20

th
 and make it to the Liberty Memorial in time for the Easter 

Observance or drive in on Saturday, April 19
th
 and enjoy the hospitality of 

Kansas City. If, you decide to stay at Westin Crown Center, please make 
your own room reservation by calling 1-816-474-4400 and ask for the 
Knight Templar rate of $119.00, single or double, plus taxes. Of course 
you can also stay anyway else of your own choosing. 

If you decide to attend, please go to the Grand Encampment website, 
which is www.knightstemplar.org , click on Grand Encampment, Knight 
Templar and scroll down to 7

th
 Mid-America and click on “go”. You will 

find most of the details for the Easter Sunrise Observance located there, 
along with a reservation form for registering for the observance and any 
meals which you may or may not want to partake. There is a $35.00 
registration fee for Sir Knights attending, which for attending, you will 
receive a special memento for this Easter Observance. If, your Lady 
attends with you, she will also receive a special memento. 

Kevin and I encourage all Sir Knights who attend to bring their full 
uniform, complete with chapeau, sword and belt. We also encourage the 
Sir Knights to bring their local commandery beauceant to the Easter 
Observance. The Sir Knights line up by state, oldest chartered state first, 
with youngest chartered state bringing up the rear. It is very impressive 
to see all these Sir Knights in full uniform carrying their commandery 
beauceant, waving in the breeze, marching into the Liberty Memorial to 
Onward Christian Soldiers, to begin the Easter Sunrise Observance.  

Those carrying the beauceants are then directed to a special seating 
area reserved for the beauceants.  

At the completion of the Easter Observance all Sir Knights, their families 
and friends are invited back to the hotel to enjoy the Easter Breakfast 
Brunch planned by the committee, which you would have reserve on 
your registration form. 

In conclusion, Kevin and I, encourage all the Sir Knights of Iowa to 
attend this Mid-America Easter Sunrise Observance. We would like to 
have the largest showing of Sir Knights at this observance, to show 
those other states that the Knights Templar of Iowa is a strong and 
vibrant organization. 
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