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Holy Week: The Gift of Lilies, 
not the Crown of Thorns 

by SK Stephen P. Kroman 
Grand Prelate 

Palm Sunday, the celebration of victory and the acceptance of the Truth. Let us not 
spend this holy week brooding on the crucifixion of God's Son, but happily in the celebra-
tion of His release. For Easter is the sign of peace, not pain. A slain Christ has no meaning. 
But a risen Christ becomes the symbol of the Son of God's forgiveness on Himself; the 
sign He looks upon Himself as healed and whole, our Salvation. 

This week begins with palms and ends with lilies, the white and Holy sign the Son 
of God is innocent. Let no dark sign of crucifixion intervene between the journey and its 
purpose; between the acceptance of the truth and its expression. This week we celebrate 
life, not death. And we honor the perfect purity of the Son of God, not our sins. Offer 
your Brother the gift of lilies, not the crown of thorns; the gift of Love and not the "gift" 
of fear. You stand beside your Brother, thorns in one hand and lilies in the other, uncer-
tain which to give. Join now with me and throw away the thorns, offering the lilies to 
replace them. This Easter I would have the gift of your forgiveness offered by you to me, 
and returned by me to you. We cannot be united in crucifixion and in death. Nor can the 
resurrection be complete till your forgiveness rests on Christ, along with mine. 

A week is short, and yet this Holy Week is the symbol of the whole journey the Son 
of God has undertaken. He started with the sign of victory, the promise of the resurrec-
tion, already given Him. Let Him not wander into the temptation of crucifixion, and delay 
Him there. Help Him to go in peace beyond it, with the light of His own innocence 
lighting His way to His redemption and release. Hold Him not back with thorns and nails 
when His redemption is so near. But let the whiteness of your shining gift of lilies speed 
Him on his way to resurrection. 

Easter is not the celebration of the cost of sin, but of its end. If you see glimpses of 
the face of Christ behind the veil, looking between the snow-white petals of the lilies you 
have received and given as your gift, you will behold your Brother's face and recognize it. 
"I was a Stranger and you took Me in, not knowing who I was. Yet for your gift of lilies 
you will know." In your forgiveness of this Stranger, alien to you and yet your ancient 
Friend, lies His release and your redemption with Him. The time of Easter is a time of joy, 
and not of mourning. Look on your risen Friend, and celebrate His Holiness along with 
you. For Easter is the time of your Salvation, accept it. 
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Farewell, and Smooth Sailing 
Sir Knights, as I write this last article as your Grand Commander, I have several 

things that I would like to say: First, I want to thank all my Grand Officers, Aides, Deputy 
Battalion Commanders and Admin Officers for all their support and assistance during this 
past year. With all their help, this year has been very enjoyable to me. To all the Com-
manderies and Sir Knights that I have met and re-met during this past year, I also want to 
thank you for your fellowship and courtesies that you have shown me, Lady Wanda, and 
my Officers during our visitations.  

Where has the time gone? It seems like only a short time ago that I became your 
Grand Commander. We have had many Inspections, Receptions, Special Receptions, 
meetings and get-togethers over the past twelve months. I would like to briefly highlight 
some of the events such as my four out-of-state visitations, my special "Roast" by W. G. 
Bray Commandery, the very special Commandery Wedding. I have also tried to attend as 
many Commanderies, events and Orders as my schedule and the weather would allow. It 
was my pleasure to form Arches of Steel for the Crypt Rededication, Order of the Eastern 
Star, Job's Daughters, Rainbow for Girls and the DeMolay Sweetheart Dance.  

When I was present for an Order of the Temple conferring, to the Sir Knights who 
received the Order of the Temple I had the privilege of presenting them not only my 
lapel pin, but a special Cross, made from three square nails and a wire crown, that I hope 
they will remember for years to come of their special Knighting. This Cross is made by a 
friend here in southern Indiana. This is one of his missions -- to distribute them through-
out. I truly thank him for allowing me to help with his distribution, and helping us as Sir 
Knights to remember IHSV. 

Even as I write this article at the end of February because of magazine deadlines, my 
year is not quite over. March and April will still be very busy months. I still have the Tri-
State Festival in Michigan, the East Central Department Conference in Fort Wayne, the 
Newby-Avery -Vaught Banquet in Franklin, the Grand Chapter Session in Columbus, Drill 
Competitions, the Easter Observance Bus trip, and the Laying of the Wreath on the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington, and finally the Grand Commandery Conclave in 
Indianapolis at the end of April.  

If you have not been on the Easter Sunrise Service Bus Trip, it is a very interesting 
and enjoyable trip; an experience and fellowship that you will never forget. It is well 
worth the time and expense. Please consider the trip for next year. 

I hope to see many of my friends and Sir Knights at the Annual Conclave in April. The 
venue was moved to a new location in Indianapolis this year because of the required 
space and rooms needed for the Grand Council and Grand Commandery, and still to be 
located mid-state. The Sunday through Tuesday time frame was necessary because of 
venue scheduling. 

Finally, Lady Wanda and I thank you for your fellowship and warm friendship ex-
tended to us during our traveling and visitations throughout the State. We look forward 
to seeing you at future events and Conclaves. 

It has been a fantastic journey over the last year. I wish the Officers of the new 
Grand Commandery Line a successful and smooth sailing into the next year. May your 
journey be as fantastic as mine has been. Thank you for allowing me to serve you this 
past year. 

Fraternally, 

Lady Wanda and SK Terry L. Kehrer KCT, Grand Commander 
  


