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J. William Riggs, Grand Commander 

Sir Knights, 

We are nearing the one-half way point of our Grand Templar year. And each of our 
Commanderies are into your seventh month of your elected year. What that means 
is that things should be going well for you in regards to your openings and conferrals. 
Or at least it should. By now each officer should be somewhat proficient in their 
station, and comfortable in the working of your Commanderies. Hopefully you have 
already had conferrals of the Orders, or at the very least have some planned for the 
immediate future. And if not, WHY? Has your Commander scheduled practices? 
Have each of you worked on your opening ritual prior to your meeting? Have you, 
or your Commandery made any presentations in your Symbolic Lodges, Chapters 
and Councils? And if not, WHY?  

Sir Knights, we each have a responsibility to perform these things, and even more. 
Become proficient. Encourage and mentor others to do the same. Spread the word 
to those potential members who haven’t been encouraged or prompted to seek more 
Light and “Continue their York Rite Journey”. I know how easy it is for some to 
think that the job of recruitment falls to others, who might be more knowledgeable. 
That, if my Commander isn’t proficient, why should I be. Sir Knights, please think 
about your Knighting, when you became a “Soldier for Jesus Christ”. Because that 
is what took place. We each have the duty to become the very best we can. And 
doesn’t our Lord and Savior deserve our very best?  

Too often we seek to allow others to carry the banner. We are happy to be a member 
as long as it doesn’t require us to do anything. We need to change this mindset. And 
it starts with each of us. And it needs to start NOW! I recently returned from All 
Masonic Week in Crystal City Virginia. Where Masons from every state and even 
from England and Europe came together to share and receive more Masonic Light 
and Knowledge. They each took time from their schedules and spent the necessary 
funds to travel and spend 4 to 5 days with others of like mind and thoughts. While 
talking to a good friend from England, I learned that the passwords of the Entered 
Apprentice Degree and of the Fellowcraft Degree are different from what we use. I 
knew that the signs were slightly different, but never knew that the passwords were. 
Wow, very enlightening. Now what you may ask does this visit or this knowledge 
have to do with Templar Masonry in Kentucky? Only the desire to seek knowledge 
and become more proficient in the Craft. The same way you and other members of 
your Commanderies can become more proficient in your work. Think that your local 

Body can’t do this? Well, let me tell you about the Paintsville York Rite Bodies. 
With twice a year festivals, they have progressed from doing practically nothing in 
regards to the conferrals, to becoming quite proficient. They have mastered most the 
Chapter work, have really nailed the Council work and can confer the Order of Malta 
without assistance while assisting in the other Templar Orders. With determination 
and effort, they have exceeded my expectations. And you can too. Sir Knights follow 
their example. Become the Masons and Sir Knights you professed to be when you 
were first brought to Light and Knighted.  

 Courteously, J. William Riggs, Grand Commander  
 

UPCOMING INSPECTION CONCLAVES 

4/8/2019 - Mayfield No. 49  4/23/2019 - Winchester No. 30  
4/11/2019 - Ryan No. 17   4/25/2019 - Marion No. 24  
4/20/2019 - Newport No. 13  4/23/2019 - Paducah No. 11  
4/22/2019 - Owensboro No. 15  4/27/2019 - Ashland No. 28 
* Dates as the editor has them. Call before traveling and verify. 

 
Grand Commandery Easter Pilgrimage 

Friday, April 19 – Sunday, April 21, 2019 
• $250 per person if sharing a room, $375 for Single Occupancy 
• Grand Commandery will pay half the cost for sitting Commanders if their 

commandery pays the balance 
• Snacks/Drinks available on bus 
• Trip to Gettysburg on Saturday 
• You are responsible for your own meal costs 
• Send payment to Grand Recorders Office 
 

Paintsville Winter Festival Commandery Class with REGC J. William Riggs 
 
Editor - Randall Partin   2275 Tackett Creek RD, Williamsburg, KY   r_partin@att.net 
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