
 

 

The Great Opportunity 

John 11:25-26 

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 

me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me 

will never die." 

1 Peter 1:3 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Christianity offers the most wonderous and positive message to 

mankind…life after death. During the Easter season, we are reminded of 

the playing out of the long-foretold story of Jesus Christ. His youth, 

ministry, struggles, torments, doubts and final victory over death.  

Easter is a time of renewal, to remember that Christ died for our sins and 

through the Resurrection, the opportunity for life after death is possible. 

Easter is not simply a religious holiday or a rite of spring. Easter should 

remind us that the Old Testament foretold of the coming of Christ. That 

the Christ’s birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension were the 

fulfillment of the scriptures. The events of Jesus’s death and resurrection 

over Good Friday, Easter and Easter Monday are specific. Everything in 

those three days was done at exactly the right time. They perfectly 

followed the symbolism in the Old Testament. These things were written 

for our instruction. Jesus is, indeed, our Creator and our Messiah. 

Romans 6:8-11 

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For 

we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; 

death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin 

once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count 

yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
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As Christian Masons, we have obligated ourselves to uphold the 

teachings of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. To care for our family and 

others less fortunate. To promote truth, friendship and brotherly love. We 

have promised to all Sir Knights and others that we will do our best to live 

a righteous life. To treat others with kindness and respect. To be 

upstanding Knights Templar. The crosses we wear are emblematic of our 

obligation. Always remember that we are Christian Masons and that we 

all shall do our very best to wear the Cross with respect and praise to 

Jesus Christ.  
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I encourage all Commanderies in Minnesota to consider conducting or 

attending an Easter observance. The Grand Encampment 7th Annual Mid-

American Easter Observance will be held the evening of Saturday April 

20th and Sunday April 21st in Kansas City, Missouri. Details of this event 

can be found at www.knightstemplar.org. I also ask that all Minnesota 

Commanderies contact myself and SK Thomas Hendrickson, Grand 

Recorder if you are conducting an Easter Observance. We will put these 

events on the Grand Commandery of Minnesota website. 

(www.mnyorkrite.org/grand-commandery.html) 

Grand Commandery E-Newsletter 

One of the “rocks” or goals of the Grand Commandery was to create and 

introduce an e-newsletter. I am happy to inform you that that through the efforts of 

the Grand Recorder, SK Thomas Hendrickson and S.K. Eric Erfourth, Grand 

Commandery Education Officer.  The Minnesota Grand Commandery e-

newsletter is ready to be sent. This newsletter will allow the Grand Commandery 

a rapid means of disseminating both important and time sensitive information to 

Commanderies, their officers and every Sir Knight in Minnesota. 

There is one challenge however, that we need your help with. Please provide your 

email address and the address of other Sir Knights in your Commanderies or 

address list so we can share this e-newsletter. Please send your name, 

Commandery affiliation and current mailing address to the Grand Recorder. 
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