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GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
 

Greetings, Sir Knights! 
 
It is a most humbling honor and a great privilege to serve you as 
Grand Commander of the Knights Templar of North Carolina for 
the ensuing year.  
 
According to history, the Knights Templar have just wrapped up 
the nine-hundredth year of the existence of Templary in some 
form. While our iteration of this ancient Order is considerably 
younger, I believe the spirit and values set forth by our noble 
predecessors still thrive in our traditions today. It’s pretty simple 
really, “Love God, serve mankind and treat your neighbor right.” It 
is our charge to live out these principles by the way we conduct 
our lives and relationships with each other. They are a Rule and 
Guide to our faith. This makes me excited for the future of our 
Order. We are at a point of greatest potential in a world that 
needs us. I think this is a call to us as Templar Masons to live as 
men were meant to live and give as we have been given. Join with 
us and make a difference! 

 
The Grand High Priest, M.E. Tom Bridges and the Illustrious Grand 
Master of Cryptic Masons, M.I. Kevin Wood, and I have met to 
coordinate activities and plans for this year.  We plan to visit each 
district and most local bodies. By the time you read this, the 
schedule will have been published. 
 
 

 
 

 

EASTER ACTIVITIES 
On Friday April 19th, the officers and guests of the Grand 
Commandery will be honored to be accompanied by M.W. Grand 
Master Mack Sigmon to visit Mount Vernon and lay a wreath at 
the tomb of George Washington. There is limited space and late 
April will be a very busy tourist time.  
 
The next day, Saturday April 20th at 3:15pm, M.W. Grand Master 
Mack Sigmon will join two honored veteran and myself in forming 
a squad in the laying of a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. This is a long-standing tradition and most solemn honor to 
participate in this tribute to our fallen heroes. We will gather at 
Arlington National Cemetery in the early afternoon to make our 
way to the tomb.  
 
Our trip to our nation’s capital will culminate with the Sunrise 
Service on Easter Sunday at the George Washington Masonic 
Memorial in Alexandria. There will be a parade procession up 
Shooter’s Hill at dawn and the Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templar will conduct the service. This is a rare and beautiful time 
to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord at the break of the first 
rays of the sun. If you plan to attend any of the above events, 
please contact me for details, meet points and information on 
rules and protocol while on our visit. 

 
GRAND YORK RITE HONORS DAY 

This year’s Grand York Rite Honors day will include the conferral of 
the honorary “chair degrees” for the Chapter, Council, and 
Commandery as well as the KYCH on Saturday, May 4th. It will be 
held at the Waynesville Masonic Temple, located at 435 E. 
Marshall Street in Waynesville, NC 28786. 
 
Fraternally,  

  
Grand Commander 
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