
“HAPPY EASTER”…..And I REALLY MEAN IT! 
 
     This year we will celebrate Easter on the 21st of 
April. Our preparations for it actually began March 6th , 
Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the season of Lent, 
representing Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness. Easter, in 
spite of all the commercialization surrounding it, is to 
Christians really about the resurrection of Jesus. By the 
time you read this article we will have been preparing 
for this highest of high holy days for almost a month. To 
Christians this season consists of 40 days of preparation 
not unlike Advent before Christmas. It has been 
observed in many different ways and levels of intensity. 
Unlike Advent, however, for most non-Christians, Lent 
goes unnoticed. Easter, or more officially known as 
Resurrection Sunday, is, as far as I am concerned, THE 
most important day in the entire Christian calendar for it 
completes what was begun on Christmas. Christmas is 
important for it declares that God loved humankind, and 
this world so much that he sent his only son in order that 
we might be saved in spite of ourselves. But if Christmas 
was the end of the story, it would have been woefully 
incomplete. “Happy Easter” is not just two words that 
we say automatically like “Merry Christmas.” Happy 
Easter is the great declaration of God’s incredible love 
for humankind, and, the world itself. It says to us that the 
hope of eternal life is not merely a hope, it is a reality. It 
declares that God loves us as only God can. 

     The events of Easter are incredible. They do not fit 
into our scientific understanding. They defy all our 
rationalizations. People have attempted to prove or 
disprove them scientifically, but our understanding does 
not depend on our ability to do so. We accept them based 
on what the Bible declares is faith. In the words of the 
Apostle: “… faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” (Herews 11:1 NRSV) 
In other words, we believe that Jesus died and rose again 
and gives that promise to all who will believe (1 
Thessalonians 4:14). That is what Easter is all about. It 
says that everything does not end here in a grave. 
     We live in uncertain times, but then, it has always 
been that way. We have a choice, to believe in the Good 
News of the Resurrection, or not. I would prefer to live 
in belief rather than denial, in triumph rather than defeat, 
in life eternal rather than death and oblivion. 
     My suggestion to you now is that you do spend time 
during this preparation before Easter, reading again, as if 
for the first time, the accounts leading up to and 
including the events of Easter. You will find them in 
each of the Gospels: Matthew 27-28, Mark 15-16, Luke 
23-24, John 18-20. As Knight Templars, we are sworn to 
defend the Christian faith, but do we actually know what 
that means? Perhaps the meaning is found in the Easter 
morning greeting and response: “The Lord is risen!”…     
“He is risen indeed!” Happy Easter my friends. 
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