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Greeting Sir Knights!

It has been a pleasure communicating with each of you, hopefully inspiring and caus-
ing positive action in your Masonic lives. Th ere is so much we all can do that not only 
brings each of us satisfaction on a job well done but also sparks others to contribute 
in their own way to better themselves and the fraternity. If we all pick up the torch 
that interests us, gratifi cation and pride will shine through.

Offi  cers, when you have been installed, you accepted some responsibilities; so all, 
look to your elected offi  cers to set the direction and be ready to support their eff orts. 
Every Sir Knight can and should contribute to the success of your local York Rite 
body. Many of you can also have a positive impact on a state-wide basis. What makes 
your York Rite successful? Leadership. It starts at the top but needs to be prevalent 
throughout the body. Every member needs to off er their time, skills, knowledge and 
enthusiasm to promote the quality of everyone’s York Rite experience. Not every 
function that needs to be done fi ts everyone’s special and unique skills. Find some-
thing you can do, step up, take charge and most of all, enjoy what you are doing!  

Our York Rite Grand Sessions are now upon us.  Have YOU registered to attend?- I 
truly hope you are able to and experience our comradery, especially letting your hair 
down in the hospitality room – the secret is that this is where you will learn so much 
more, no question is too basic to ask and discuss. Remember, there will be hundreds 
of years’ worth of knowledge in one room, with the libation a-fl owing. You get the 
picture, so much “revelation” can be learned by just hanging out.

Here are some of the events at the sessions that are particularly focused on the Com-
mandery; 

• Th ursday morning, Past Commanders Association
• Th ursday, 119th Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery 
• Th ursday Evening, the Holy Land Pilgrimage Fundraising Dinner
• Friday aft ernoon, our annual Memorial Service  
• Friday evening, the Grand York Rite Banquet, at which each of the York 

Rite bodies will recognize individuals’ outstanding contributions
• At the Grand Banquet, I will also be presenting the Grand Command-

ery-DeMolay sword to one of our outstanding DeMolay Chapters

Quick Read:  Just a tidbit that you might fi nd interesting. Th ere is an article published 
on the Grand Encampment Website in the KT Magazine titled, “Masonry in New 
Mexico” by W. Peter McAtee, published in 2014 and originally published from Ma-
sonic Americana, 1976.  Th is article is a most interesting and is a worthwhile read.   
http://www.knightstemplar.org/KnightTemplar/articles/nm.htm.

Many thanks to our Sir Knights that represented us in the Martin Luther King Day 
Parade.  Even though it was in the crispness of a normal January, this particular day 
was fabulous, causing some of our brethren marching to use sunscreen and a hat! 
Moreover, there was no fl oat to ride upon- Now that is a workout!

Th e Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage

We have an opportunity to select and send a fully Ordained/Credentialed Christian 
Minister(s) to the Holy Land each year. Travel is usually during February.  Good 
physical health is a must, since the walking will be brisk and non-stop, traveling up-
hill and upon “rugged roads”. Th ere are three types of pilgrimages:  the original one 
for Christian Ministers; a second is for Sir Knights, their Ladies, and friends; and the 
third is for seniors.  We sponsor one minister (the “original” type) and request that 
upon their return from the original pilgrimage, that the pilgrim is willing to make 
presentations to our Sir Knights about their experiences.  Th e deadline for 2020 is fast 
approaching, so contact Sir Knight Richard Butterfi eld, our Committee chair soon!

Knights Templar Seal

Ever wonder about the Knights Templar seal? Th is familiar seal depicts two knights 
riding on one horse.  Well, there is a story with a reason behind the double riding.  In 
this version, the knights are both well-known; and, yes, our fi rst Grand Master, Hu-
gues de Payens and another founding member, Godfrey de Saint-Omer.  As the story 
goes, both were very poor at the founding of the 
Order, in which they could only aff ord one horse 
between them. It is unlikely there is any truth be-
hind this version, since, from the beginning of 
the Order, knights were not allowed to lend their 
horses.  But, this story has a symbolic meaning (go 
fi gure!), where the image portrays a spirit of pov-
erty, since the Order dictated to knights, no matter 
how wealthy they were, to maintain this religious 
spirit of poverty and assist needy brothers. 
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