
 

     The astonishing history of Templarism has shown the duty of the Knights 

Templar to give their lives for faith in God, and so it continues to be a model of 

morality and dignity. 

     To see what the Papal Bull Omne datum optimum represented, as issued on 

March 29, 1313 by Pope Innocent II, we must travel into the darkness of ages at 

the beginning of Christianity. 

     The emergence of primary Christianity, after the resurrection of Jesus, led to 

its dissemination by the apostolic parents, Peter and Paul, following a period of 

persecution against Christians by the Roman Empire. It should be eloquently 

remembered at this point that the first emperor who persecuted the Christians was 

Nero (54-68 AD), the persecutions ending with Galeriu (303-311 AD). 

     Christianity arose in the Roman Empire in the first century AD, and during the 

second century a series of controversies arose between Christians and those who 

believed in more than one god (the polytheists), but Christianity continued its 

course because of the disciples of Jesus Christ, the four gospels of Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John also appearing later on. 

     It should be noted that the evolution of Christianity was also influenced by the 

division of the Roman Empire into the Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantine – 395 

AD - where the Greek culture was predominant) and the Western Roman Empire 

(where there is a culture of a Latin origin). 

     Considering the Pope as the successor of Peter in the Western Roman Empire 

led to a competition between the two churches, namely between Rome and the 

Patriarch of Constantinople. 

     In all Christian areas, there was only one God, but from a geographic point of 

view they were divided into Western Europe, represented by the Pope, and 

Eastern Europe and Asia Minor, represented by the Ecumenical Patriarch of 

Constantinople and the three patriarchs in Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem. A 

series of monasteries were set up where Christian monks learned Greek, Latin, 

and the sciences of the period, such as geometry, astronomy, geography, history, 

philosophy and medicine. 

     After its appearance, Christianity raised a series of issues concerning the 

nature of the birth and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Trinitarian doctrine, and 

the significance of the sign of the holy cross. 

From the beginning, holy places were massively visited by pilgrims, thus creating 

centers for pilgrimage in Rome and Compostela - Spain. 

     Emperor Constantine the Great succeeded, in 325 AD, to convene the First 

Ecumenical Synod of the Christian Church of Nicaea (currently Iznik - Turkey) 

where representatives of all Christian Churches participated. 
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     The council was chaired by the Alexander, the Patriarch of Alexandria, in the 

presence of representatives of Cordoba, Rome, Constantinople, Antioch, who 

decided to write the Creed of Nicaea and solve the problem of the Trinitarian 

doctrine in the sense that Jesus Christ is one and the same with the Holy Father 

and the Holy Spirit, all of them creating the Holy Trinity. During the following 

year, Emperor Constantine the Great's mother went to Jerusalem where the 

"Cross of Jesus Christ" was discovered and the Basilica of the Savior's 

Resurrection was built. After this moment in time, pilgrimages to the holy 

country grew year after year. 

     Although the Western Roman Empire broke down after 476 AD, and the 

Eastern one turned into the Byzantine Empire, we can conclude that, after the 

fifth century, Christianity was victorious. 

     Christianity in the Byzantine Empire was carried out after the Greek rite, and 

the fluent language was Greek. The Byzantine Emperor was equal to the apostles, 

and the Patriarch of Constantinople was the second personality in the empire, 

after the Emperor. In Rome, the Pope's religious and political influence 

increased, so any special event would only be done with the Pope's agreement, 

increasing thus the power of the Catholic Church. 

     Until the 5th century, the Christian church had a leading figure in St. 

Augustine (354-430 EN), who created the doctrine of the "just war" in the sense 

that any Christian has an obligation to kill any enemy, as his act would be 

subjected to the power of God, condemning, in antithesis, the unjust war. This 

doctrine was embraced especially by the monks in the monasteries, and later led 

to the holy war through the crusades that were to come. 

     If Christianity is crystallized in the 5th century, we must point out that 

profound changes have occurred in the Arab world in the 4th - 6th centuries AD, 

where, in 570 Mohammed is born, who rejects polytheism and creates a new 

religion - Islam. Thus, in 622, Mahomet, after coming into conflict with the 

sacerdots of Mecca, left this city settling in Medina, which became the city of the 

Prophet. In this period, the Qur'an (inspired by the Bible) is being elaborated, 

which regulates total submission to Allah, helping the poor, limiting polygamy to 

family life, punishing adultery, and participating in the "holy war" against all 

Christians. If the new religion was born in Mecca after the death of the Prophet 

Muhammad in 632 AD, the institution of the caliphate appears, and an annual 

pilgrimage of those who believe in Allah started in Mecca. 

     Pilgrimages made to Jerusalem at the Holy Sepulcher made those who 

represented Islam to turn their attention to it. Thus, only a few years after the 

death of the Prophet Muhammad, in 638 AD, Omar ibn El-Hatib conquered 

Jerusalem and cancelled the prohibition instituted by Christians for the Jews and 

allowed them free access to Jerusalem and holy places. 
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