
  

 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 6 
To the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Tennessee, and to the Officers 

and Sir Knights of the subordinate Commanderies: 
With the words, “It is Finished”, Jesus having ended his earthly ministry and 

accomplished all that he and the Father had planned so many years before.  Jesus 
died, and Black Friday was almost ended. Had it not been for this significant event, 
there would not have been any need for that first Easter Morning. 

In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the 
first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to 
see the sepulcher. 2And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back 
the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 3His countenance was like 
lightning, and his raiment white as snow: 4And for fear of him the 
keepers did shake and became as dead men. 5And the angel answered 
and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified. 6He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay. Matthew 28:1-7, KJV 
It is that empty tomb that rests our belief that Jesus of Nazareth was raised 

from the dead by God the Father. It is that empty tomb that is the crux and anchor 
for the Christian religion that we have sworn to protect.  

There are three empirical evidences of the resurrection: 
1. The empty tomb - When Peter preached in Jerusalem 50-days after the 
resurrection of Jesus on that first Pentecostal Sunday, no one challenged 
Peter’s claim that the tomb was empty. The tomb belonged to Joseph of 
Arimathea and he was a respected member of the Jewish Sanhedrin and any 
one could have come and visited the tomb. 
2. The statements made by the angel as to what he had seen 
3. Jesus’s post resurrection appearances (7) beginning in Jerusalem and then 
to Judea and then in Galilee and then back in Jerusalem.  
The right person in the right time can change the course of history. Well at this 

moment it is not a person but a created being, an angel of the Lord that changed 
forever history. It is his declaration that the “Lord is not here, for he is risen as he 
said” that is the basis of our Christian religion. 

In His Service, 
Burks Taylor 
Grand Commander 

LEXINGTON AND CONCORD 
Nearly two hundred fifty years ago this month, what was intended as a 

relatively small military operation launched the American Revolution.  In April 1775 
the British troops stationed in Boston Massachusetts set out to confiscate the arms 
of the militia located in nearby Concord.  On reaching Lexington, they found tha the 
Americans had been warned and were organized to resist the seizure of those arms.  
The ensuing battle forced the British to retreat, and marked the opening of the 
American Revolutionary War. 

The memory of this event, and of the bravery and resolve of the men who 
stood against tyranny and oppression that April morning in 1775 has remained 
strong in our minds.  What was understood then and is understood today is that 
men of conviction must always stand ready to defend freedom. 

We do this in many ways; some defend freedom by serving in our nation’s 
Armed Forces and others through public service as elected officials.  Some defend 
liberty by protecting freedom of the press.  In wahtever way, we look back on those 
who stood firm in Lexington and Concord and realize that it was their bravery and 
readiness that made it possible for us to enjoy the freedom we have today. 
 

KNOXVILLE SPRING FESTIVAL 
The Knoxville Area Spring Festival concluded Saturday, February 16 with a 

total of fifteen Knighted.  In attendance at the Festival were SK Richard Petty, 
MEGHP Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons; SK David Lacy, MIGM Grand Council of 
Cryptic Masons; SK Clarence Crump, VEDGC, Grand Commandery Knights Templar.  
The photograph below shows the class with VEDGC Clarence Crump (front left) and 
others.  Congratulations to these new Knights, and we look forward to serving with 
you as York Rite Masons in Tennessee! 
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