
 

 

Grand Prelate’s Easter Message 
 
Easter, also called Pascha, is a festival and holiday celebrating the resurrection 
of Jesus from the dead, described in the New Testament as having occurred on 
the third day of his burial after his crucifixion by the Romans on Calvary.  
Simple. Right? 
This biblical account of Jesus’ death on the cross, his burial and resurrection, or 
raising from the dead, can be found in the following passages of Scripture:  
Matthew 27:27-37, 28:8; Mark 15:16-26, 16:19, Luke 23:23-47, 24; John 19:16-
21.  Review them at your leisure. 

The Old Testament is full of “fire and brimstone”, retaliations, and begetting.  
Now fast forward to the New Testament and we’ll find Jesus mentioned there.  
God so loved his people that he could not destroy the whole human race 
(remember the Old Testament flood?). so….he sent Jesus, his Son, to die in 
man’s place. That incredible act of love and compassion pleased God’s sense of 
justice and purpose. Jesus paid for our sins so that now we can fulfill our destiny 
as God’s children.  How exciting, Jesus is in heaven (a Mediator and Intercessor), 
preparing a place for each of us who chooses to believe in Him.  Alleluia! 

Please remember your biblical history….Jesus was a Jew and observed Passover.  
It was during this feast that Jesus told his disciples that the bread symbolizes his 
body that would be broken and the wine, his blood which would be poured out 
for the forgiveness of sins.  As modern-day Christians we call this “taking 
communion.”  This ritual links us with the past. 

I have a few tidbits of nonsense and tomfoolery to educate you:             
*in the USA only 12 states recognize Good Friday as a holiday;           
*700 million marshmallow Peeps are purchased (and eaten);           
*the Easter egg is said to symbolize joy, celebration, and new life;          
*the Easter bunny is a German invention from the middle ages. 

And finally, I will finish this article with this quote, “I am the resurrection and 
the life,” Jesus said.  “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies, and 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  For while religious leaders 
have come and gone, this fact remains…only One has risen from the dead, only 
One has conquered death, only One offers the promise of eternal life.  Jesus is 
with us. 

Peace be with you. 

Kenneth A. Bales, KCT        
Grand Prelate  
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Sir Knights of Wisconsin, 
 
Sir Knights of Wisconsin, Times are changing Sir Knights. We need to adapt to the 
changes, or we may not be around much longer. We need to understand that the 
40-hour work week Monday thru Friday is not the norm any more. There are many 
companies that need to operate 24 hours, 7 days a week and 365 days a year and 
many of our Sir Knights work these swing shifts. We need to keep this in mind 
when planning events or other meetings like practices. Have an open mind and 
change things up and do things that will help keep more Sir Knights involved. On 
that same line of thought, how about moving the meeting occasionally to a 
different location so those that live outside of the city where your Commandery 
meets can participate. I’m not saying every other month but try it once and see if 
it helps. It certainly cannot hurt. You will just need to request a dispensation to 
hold it in a different location. Think outside of the box.  Thinking out side of the 
box is hard for those members that are set in their ways, but you need to give that 
a try also. Remember, some ideas have a very good return on your effort. These 
new members want to try something that may have not worked in the past, but 
you need to give them a chance. They might be able to make it work this time and 
the outcome may change things for the better for the membership and the 
Commandery. I hope you have all received notice of the upcoming Grand Conclave 
in Oshkosh June 15th. Mark your calendar and make plans to attend. I encourage 
all Sir Knights to come and experience what the Grand Conclave has to offer. 
Exhibition Drill will be held the night before and I hope to see many Teams there 
on Friday night. You should be getting them ready by having a few practices. I 
understand that some Commanderies are not sure if they can put a Drill Team 
together but give it a try. You can simply do a few wheels, a couple of column 
movements and the sword manual. It’s a start. That’s what we need this year from 
all of the Commandery’s. Remember like I have been saying, let’s make history 
and put an A team from Wisconsin on the Floor in Minneapolis during Grand 
Encampment. This will start at 8:00 pm to give those that need to travel, time to 
get there and participate. The hotel information is in the call letter and is on the 

website. Make your reservations right away before they get filled up. 
 
Courteously yours,                                                                                                                                                             
SK LeRoy Kifer       
Grand Commander 

 
                                                       

 

 


