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FROM THE EDITOR
I would like to encourage all Sir Knights to submit articles, 

letters, pictures, or comments for inclusion into this 
supplement.  Articles need to be submitted to me by the 1st of 

the month for the next issue.  (May. 25th for the June issue.)
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The Grand Lodge of ‘Moderns’ evidently 
continued to use the old ritual, without 
the legend of Hiram Abiff, while the 
Grand Lodge of ‘Ancients used the new 
ritual containing the Hiramic legend and 
the Fourth Degree, until the year 1813, 
when the two Grand Lodges united and 
formed the present United Grand Lodge 
of England. It is therefore to the Grand 
Lodge of Ancients that we owe the 
Master’s degree as found in our ritual and 
also the preservation of the Royal Arch 
degree. We see, therefore, that the Royal 
Arch is merely the evolution of a truth contained in the early Third Degree.

The Master Masons Degree without the Royal Arch is a story half told, a song 
half sung, and a promise unfulfilled. The candidate is promised that he should 
receive, but is put off with a “substitute.” He is left in darkness, in doubt, and to 
the thoughtful one, in a condition of  disappointment.

Yet, there is a purpose behind this seeming deception. Light and revealed 
truth come only through toil and willing service. This lesson must be learned 
before any Mason is qualified to know and to appreciate the Truth, the Master’s 
Word. It is, possibly, unfortunate that the Royal Arch Degree was separated 
from the “Blue Degrees” - but fortunate or unfortunate - the Royal Arch stands 
as the last of the degrees in Ancient Craft Masonry. It is the summit, and no 
Master Mason is in possession of all that Freemasonry teaches without the 
Royal Arch.

The series of four degrees continued to be conferred under a lodge charter 
until about 1750, in America at least. The earliest history that we have of the 

Royal Arch in this country was in 1753, when 
it was conferred under lodge charter in 

good ol’ Fredericksburg, Virginia. It was 
introduced into New York about the 
same time by an English military lodge, 
and into Massachusetts in 1769, where 
it was conferred in St. Andrew’s Lodge.

Since that time the Royal Arch Degree 
has remained secure, and is positioned 

as the capstone of Blue-Lodge Masonry.  
Even though it’s continuance is appendant 

to the blue-lodge.  

The term “Royal Arch Lodge” was succeeded by “Chapter” and “Royal Arch 
Chapter.” The word “Chapter” was used in Connecticut as early as September 
5, 1783; in Pennsylvania, September 5, 1789; in New York, April 29, 1791; in 
Massachusetts, December 19, 1794. The word “Chapter” took the place of 
“Lodge” in England for the first time, April 29, 1768.  The word “Companion,” 
used in the Chapter in place of “Brother,” was first used in England in 1778.

These terms Chapter and Companion were soon carried to America, where 
they flourished as elements in the Capitular system of degrees.  Such, in brief, 
is the history of the Royal Arch Degree. Its parentage is as legitimate as any of 
the degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry - the fruit of symbolism and allegory. To 
be a Master Mason is the highest and most honorable degree that any man 
can attain - it entitles him to all the rights and privileges of the Craft - all the 
accumulated “so-called” higher degrees do not add anything to his Masonic 
stature.

The Royal Arch stands as a part of the Master’s Degree - it is 
the summit of its excellency. It is the privilege and should be 
the duty of all Master Masons to complete the Masonic story, 
told in allegory and revealed in symbolism, by receiving the 
Royal Arch.


